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AZ 26-01 RFA G.xls
RFA's 26-01

		MORONGO BASIN TRANSIT AUTHORITY -REQUEST FOR APPROVED EQUALS (Please fill out a separate form for each vehicle class you are proposing)												Date:		2/11/26

		RFP No 26-01								CLASS G				Rev:		N/C

		Bidder: A-Z Bus Sales, Inc.												MBTA Response

		ITEM NO.		PAGE		SECTION		TITLE		Approved Equal Request		Rationale		APPROVED		DENIED		MBTA Response

		1		4		2.1		Applilcable Standards, Laws and Regulations		CARB		The Optimal LFg does not currently meet CARB. We are working with them on the certification due to repositioning catalytic converter. EPA approval achieved, and is not pending CARB. Documentation provided to support efforts meeting CARB.						CARB certification must be submitted with bid or followed up within 90 days of submission,

		2		5		3		Class G Modified Low Floor on OEM		Kneeling requirement		The LFg bus does not have a kneeling feature. It provides an 11" step height and ramp that deploys to meet FTA ADA 1:6 ratio. The benefits of a non-kneeling bus include, reduced maintenance and part (airbags) replacement.		X				Kneeling feature is reclassified as an option to be priced instead if available.

		3		5		3		Class G Modified Low Floor on OEM		Dropbox		Optimals bus is designed using a drop box. This feature eliminates the need to kneel.		X				Pending representative bus inspection.

		4		5		4.1		Vehicle Loading		250lbs per mobility aid passenger		FTA requires 600lbs per mobility aided passenger. All of our weight calaculations are based off of 600lbs. Optimal can accomodate 250lbs requirment if that is the prefered weight from MBTA.						Please supply as specified.

		5		10		5.25		Battery Tray		Location of the battery box.		Optimal cannot install in this location. The battery tray is located in front of the rear wheel well curb side.						Pending Bus Inspectors approval.

		6		12		5.72		Bus Body		FMVSS 220 Test		Optimal has not physically conducted the FMVSS 220 rollover test. We have completed and passed CAE rollover testing and can supply results.		X

		8		15		5.9		Floors		5/8" marine grade plywood floor.		Optimal uses a treated aluminum honey comb material. This is a lighter material and designed to not leak, corrode or breakdown overtime.		X

		9		15		6.2		Entry Steps		Kneeling 4"		Optimal's vehicles do not kneel. The vehicles step in height meets 11".		X				Pending Approval

		10		17		6.8		Front Cap		Solid one-piece molded fiberglass covered with gel coat exterior surface.		Optimal's vehicle features a single glass piece view out window. We do not currenlty offer a solid front cap. This can be developed. The benefits of a view out window creates a more open/airy cabin expereince for riders supporting those passengers that have a tendency to feel car sick.		X

		11		17		6.9		Undercaoting		Requesting corrosing-treated materials		Optimal does not coat the underside of the bus body. The corrosion treated materials		X

		12		17		6.95		Air Conditioning		Different model AC than listed.		We used a roof top all in one heat pump from Spheros (REVO G 200). There is not a viable split system that effectively heats/cools our cabin on the market today.		X

		13		19		7		Heater		Different heating system than described.		The Spheros REVO G 200 heat pump provides heat. Optimal can install auxilary heat but is not necessary.		X

		14

		15

		16

		17

		18

		19

		20

		21

		22

		23

		24

		25

		26

		27

		28

		29

		30

		31

		32

		33

		34

		35



&R&P




image5.emf
AZ 26-01 RFA E.xls


AZ 26-01 RFA E.xls
RFA's 26-01

		MORONGO BASIN TRANSIT AUTHORITY -REQUEST FOR APPROVED EQUALS (Please fill out a separate form for each vehicle class you are proposing)												Date:		2/11/26

		RFP No 26-01								CLASS E				Rev:		N/C

		Bidder: A-Z Bus Sales, Inc.												MBTA Response

		ITEM NO.		PAGE		SECTION		TITLE		Approved Equal Request		Rationale		APPROVED		DENIED		MBTA Response

		1		7		4.6		BRAKES		Please accept the OEM push/pull paddle parking/emergency brake supplied on the Ford F-550 chassis as an approved equal to the specified foot-operated parking brake, providing equivalent function, driver ergonomics, and safety.		Ford OEM standard		X

		2

		3

		4

		5

		6

		8

		9

		10

		11

		12

		13

		14

		15

		16

		17

		18

		19

		20

		21

		22

		23

		24

		25

		26

		27

		28

		29

		30

		31

		32

		33

		34

		35



&R&P




image6.emf
AZ 26-01 RFA D.xls


AZ 26-01 RFA D.xls
RFA's 26-01

		MORONGO BASIN TRANSIT AUTHORITY -REQUEST FOR APPROVED EQUALS (Please fill out a separate form for each vehicle class you are proposing)												Date:		11/Feb/26

		RFP No 26-01								CLASS D				Rev:		N/C

		Bidder: A-Z Bus Sales, Inc.												MBTA Response

		ITEM NO.		PAGE		SECTION		TITLE		Approved Equal Request		Rationale		APPROVED		DENIED		MBTA Response

		1		4		1.5		Chassis and Packages		Accept Model LX		Model L no longer available		x

		2		12		6.5-H		Sealant, Rustproofing, Undercoating		6 Stage Powder Coat to all interior and exterior sections of lower floor		In-house powder coating is completed before the tub is assembled to assure 100% rust protection with a lifetime warranty. Tub is glued and bolted into vehicle.		x

		3		14		7.0-A		Sub-Floor		5/8th inch marine grade plywood sub-flooring		Lower floor is 100% sealed and marine grade plywood subfloor provides same quality assurance then any other sub-floor process		x

		4		18		7.3-G-7.5-C		Mobility Aid Ramp		Clarify if ramp sides are to be painted or reflective tape		Seems to be 2 requirements; need clarification on which requirements are applicable.						Either is acceptable

		5		20		7.8-H		Rear Cargo Restraint		Request to delete requirement		Back of rear seats house spare tire and storage box. How is the storage net to secure loose equipment with very limited space				X

		6		8		4.1		Spare Tire		Request to substitute for OEM Tire Repair Kit		OEM spare tire not available from Chrysler		X

		8
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AZ 26-01 RFA ABC.xls
RFA's 26-01

		MORONGO BASIN TRANSIT AUTHORITY -REQUEST FOR APPROVED EQUALS (Please fill out a separate form for each vehicle class you are proposing)												Date:		11/Feb/26

		RFP No 26-01								CLASS ABC				Rev:		N/C

		Bidder: A-Z Bus Sales, Inc.												MBTA Response

		ITEM NO.		PAGE		SECTION		TITLE		Approved Equal Request		Rationale		APPROVED		DENIED		MBTA Response

		1		4		1.1		SCOPE-ISO 9001		PLEASE ACCEPT OUR CURRENT QA PLAN IN LIEU OF ISO		Quality Assurance Program available upon request						Contingent on Inspector review and confirmation with plant inspection.

		2		8		5.2		ELECTRICAL		OUR STANDARD ELECTRICAL PANEL IN LIEU OF INTERMOTIVE FLEX TECH		Bus manufacturer does not offer intermovitve flex tech						Contingent on Inspection of rep bus unit.

		3		9		5.23B		LIGHTS		USE FLUSH MOUNT TAIL LIGHTS IN LIEU OF GROMMETED TAIL LIGHTS		LESS OF A CHANCE FOR LEAKS WITH THE FLUSH MOUNT		X

		4		12		5.71		ROOF CONSTRUCTION		WE HAVE A 2 PIECE INSTALL THAT COMBINES TO A 1 PIECE UNI-BODY		Bus manufacturer standard design		X

		5		12		5.72		BUS BODY		FMVSS 220  CERTIFICATION IS A SELF TEST CERTIFICATION		Self-test certification available upon request		X

		6		15		6.2		ENTRY STEP		WE USE A COMPOSITE HARD WIRE ENTRY STEP		OUR STEPWELL IS COMPOSITE TO MATCH BODY		X

		8		16		6.21		DRIVERS RUNNING BOARD		USE STANDARD BUS MANUFACTURER PLATE DRIVRS STEP		Bus manufacturer standard design		X

		9		17		6.5		WINDOWS		WE ISSUE COMPOSITE/CURED/MEMBERS ABOVE WINDOWS FOR SHOULDER STRAP LOCATIONS		WE DO NOT HAVE STEEL IN OUR BUS BODY		X

		10		17		6.91		WHEEL HOUSING		USE COMPOSITE WHEEL WELLS IN LIEU OF 14 GAUGE STEEL WHEEL WELLS		OUR WHEEL WELLS ARE COMPOSITE TO MATCH BODY		X

		11		20		7.3		LIFT ENTRY DOOR		LIFT WINDOWS ARE 12" X 24" INSTEAD OF 10" X 30"		Bus manufacturer standard design of lift door		x

		12		21		8.0C		MOBILITY AID SECURITY AND OCCUPANT RESTRAINTS		WE USE Q-STRAINT BAGS IN LIEU OF CLOSABLE BOX		Industry standard for tie down storage		x

		13		13		5.8C		SEATING		USE 12" SEAT BELT EXTENDERS IN LIEU OF 24"		FREEDMAN NO LONGER OFFERS THE 24".  THE 12" EXTENDER IS THE MAX THAT IS OFFERED		x

		14		16		6.4		INTERIOR		USE ABS FOR INTERIOR WALLS IN LIEU OF FRP/VINYL COATED ALUMINUM/TEXTURED PAINT ON STEEL		OUR INTERIOR IS ABS/ USE COMPLETE ABS OPTIONS		x

		15		5		3		VEHICLE CLASSES		Please accept Ford's 3.5L EcoBoost® V6 engine as the minimum engine size for Transit chassis conversion (Class A T350)		Standard engine from Ford		x

		16		9		5.21		WIRING AND SWITCHES		Spec states that plastic wire ties are not acceptable for securement of wire(s) to the frame.  Is it acceptable to use wire ties in other locations throughout the bus, including some bundling?		Clarification request		x

		17		9		5.21		WIRING AND SWITCHES		Please accept that there may be wires of similar color within a harness, but they will be labeled individually, based on function.		Some harnesses require more wires than commercially-available colors.		x

		18		9		5.23		LIGHTS		Please accept that all lights on the body conversion will be LED.  Lights/bulbs that are chassis OEM standard will be incandescent		E.g. Ford E-Series chassis have incandescent headlights and front turn signals.		x

		19		10		5.24		BATTERIES		Spec states that mismatch of battery type is not acceptable.  Can the brands of batteries be different as long as type and size are matched?		Inventory control				x

		20		13		5.8c		SEATING		Please accept 12" USR belt extenders in lieu of the 24" length.		Freedman seating does not offer a 24" seat belt extender compatible with their USR seatbelts.		X

		21		22		8.5d		MIRROR		Please accept the removal of the windshield-mounted OEM rearview mirror.  The mirror is replaced with an aftermarket mirror/monitor which is part of the backup camera system.		Standard from bus manufacturer		X

		22		22		8.5e		LIGHTING		"Will the driver’s dome light and the passenger entry door overhead light be included as part of the required minimum of eight incandescent interior lights operated by a dash-mounted switch?

While any number of passenger-area lights can be provided and controlled by a dash switch, we recommend that the driver’s dome light and the entry door light not be tied to the same switch for operational flexibility and driver convenience."		Clarification request						Requested operation would be acceptable.

		23		22		8.5e		LIGHTING		Please accept LED interior lights in lieu of the eight incandescent interior lights.		Bus manufacturer standard		X

		24		8		5.2		ELECTRICAL		The electrical system shall be a 12-volt system and will be micro-processor controlled, field programmable, acquires chassis signals via a “plug-n-play” connection, self-diagnostics, and include a switch interface module that communicates between the bus body switches and the power distribution system.		Multiplex electrical system is not available.A conventional electrical system with fuses and relays is used.		X				Contingent on Inspection of Rep bus unit.

		25		9		5.21		WIRING AND SWITCHES		All wiring connections shall be done with Packard connectors.		Molex connectors are used primarily.Molex connectors offer greater flexibility with higher pin density and 
broader configuration options.		X

		26		9		5.21		WIRING AND SWITCHES		No butt connectors will be allowed.		Butt connectors are used througout the bus, enabling greater flexibility for adding options and repairs. 
Note : Butt connectors are not used where exterior or environmental impacts would be a factor.		X

		27		9		5.23		LIGHTS		Center mounted LED light will be provided and mounted above rear window.		We need more information, in order to select the correct option.		x

		28		10		5.24		BATTERIES		The vehicle shall be equipped with a storage battery electrical power main disconnect switch. 
The disconnect switch shall be labeled in red lettering “Battery Disconnect, Emergency Use Only”.		Since Ford does not recommend the use of a battery cutoff switch, Micro Bird has come up with a solution by cutting power to the body while leaving the chassis power intact. This allows us to use a standard cut-off switch without going against Ford’s recommendations. Our proposal places the switch under the hood, near the main battery.		X

		29		10		5.25		BATTERY TRAY		The tray shall have the ability to extend a minimum of 3" beyond the opening of the battery compartment.		The tray doesn't extend beyond the box opening, but the batteries are completely exposed when tray is fully extended, due to a side hinge door. Reference line 8 for Battery box door.						Contingent on Inspection

		30		10		5.25		BATTERY TRAY		A chrome retractable latch shall hold the door in the open position.		Door does not have a latch, as it opens to the side, staying open without help.		X

		31		12		5.7		STRUCTURE		The entire frame structure of bus body & attaching members shall have anti-corrosion product applied prior to mounting the bus body.		Cage is constructed from corrosion resistant material (galvanized steel, galvannealed steel, and aluminum), 
Butyl tape is applied on 80% of the cage structure.		x

		32		14		5.8		SEATING		All fixed seats shall be forward facing and track mounted for easy removal, and have an individual cushion.		Tracked seating is not available, all seating meets FMVSS pull requirements.Seats will need to be unbolted 
from underneath the bus, if removal is necessary.		x

		33		14		5.9		FLOORS		The floor overlay shall have a minimum of 5/8" marine grade plywood securely fastened to the cross sills.  All plywood edges are to be properly sealed for moisture unless plywood used is of marine grade type.		Marine grade plywood is requested, then appears to be optional.		x

		34		15		5.91		FLOOR COVERINGS		The flooring shall extend up the sidewalls to the seat rail line. It shall be coved with backing of molded plastic, fiberglass or extruded or press formed aluminum with a minimum 1" radius at the floor/wall joint  to form a smooth water tight transition.		While full coved flooring is not offered, the floor-to-wall joint is sealed using a high-performance, water-resistant sealing system. This proven design creates a durable, watertight transition that protects against moisture intrusion, simplifies cleaning, and ensures long-term structural integrity.						If you use this method, seams must not have breaches. Inspector verify.

		35		16		6.21		DRIVERS RUNNING BOARD/ASSIST		Driver entry area shall include a steel reinforced molded plastic grab handle, mounted to the rear of the door opening on the outside on the B pillar. Installation with self-taping screws will not be accepted, must include bolts into threaded inserts and be able to support 250 pounds pull force.		This is not available.Evaluation of this option is underway.		x

		36		16		6.4		INTERIOR		Shall provide a minimum measurement of 78 inches at the vehicle center of the interior roof to the interior of the vehicle floor.		Interior height is 76'' at the center of the aisle.		x

		37		17		6.91		WHEEL HOUSING		The wheel housing shall be constructed of a minimum 14 gauge galvanized steel or stainless steel.		The wheel housing is constructed from 16 gauge powder coated galvannealed steel.		x

		38		19		5		HEATER		All heater hoses are to be silicone.		EPDM hoses are used : Standard for automotive industry.		x

		39		20		7.3		LIFT ENTRY DOOR		Lift doors shall be designed for long life/heavy use and at a minimum be constructed of 14-gauge, 1" tubular steel around the perimeter.		Although the panels are 14-gauge aluminum, tubing is not used. Instead, a 14-gauge formed interior aluminum panel is bonded and riveted to a 14-gauge formed exterior aluminum panel, resulting in exceptional strength.		x

		40		20		7.3		LIFT ENTRY DOOR		Hinges shall be full-length stainless steel, with minimum 3/16" stainless steel pins or stainless steel strap style hinge		A top and bottom cast steel hinge is used on each door and they are painted.		x

		41		21		8		MOBILITY AID SECURITY AND OCCUPANT RESTRAINTS		A closable box shall be provided and secured next to the wheel chair lift for storage of securement systems		Storage pouches supplied by Q'Straint are used.		x

		42		22		8.4		SECUREMENT/RESTRAINT SYSTEM ACCESSORIES		A secured container shall be provided to store straps, pads and assemblies. The container shall be recessed in the center front cap portion of the vehicle or positioned over the driver’s area with a hinged lockable door or with a thumb latch at buyers option.		While this option is available, it has an 8 lbs weight limit.		x

		43		22		8.5		ADDITIONAL EQUIPMENT		Sheet metal screws are not to be used to attach the mirror assembly to the bus.		A combination of bolts and 1 screw is used to fasten the mirrors to the bus's fender.		x

		44		22		8.5		ADDITIONAL EQUIPMENT		Sufficient interior lighting (a minimum of eight incandescent) to illuminate the driver, passenger, entry area and the interior aisle to a minimum of eight candle power measured at floor level.		4 centrally located dome lights in ceiling, 1 over entry door and 1 over lift door. All LED.		x

		45		23		8.5		ADDITIONAL EQUIPMENT		TWO-WAY RADIO ANTENNA PREP:  Roof access for installing radio antenna with 5/8" I.D. conduit with antenna pull wire terminating behind drivers seat.  Access compartment must have an access panel/door.  MBTA must approve final design and placement. Panel/door must be color coordinated with interior of bus		Wiring only. COAX cable is routed between the roof and the driver’s console.		x
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ABC 26-01 RFA V.xls
RFA's 26-01

		MORONGO BASIN TRANSIT AUTHORITY -REQUEST FOR APPROVED EQUALS (Please fill out a separate form for each vehicle class you are proposing)												Date:		16/Feb/26

		RFP No 26-01								ABC Bus, Inc. - Class V FULL SIZE STANDARD FLOOR ACCESIBLE VAN				Rev:		N/C

														MBTA Response

		ITEM NO.		PAGE		SECTION		TITLE		Approved Equal Request		Rationale		APPROVED		DENIED		MBTA Response

		1		4		5		Floor		Requesting an Approved Equal to allow our current, standard polyvinyl flooring and installation procedure.		One piece, wall to wall, FMVSS 302-compliant, black diamond, solid, polyvinyl, anti-slip properties, resistant to chemicals, tearing and gouging, securely bonded to a sub floor, installed without gaps or openings with all seams filled to prevent intrusion or seepage of water. Please see the document listed "Attachment A" for further information.		X				Contingent on Inspectors approval.

		2		5		8		Passenger Seat Mounting		Requesting an Approved Equal to allow TCI’s current seat mount and installation, as the seats cannot be mounted to Series L‑Track.		Seats must be bolted through and secured to the chassis frame; TCI does not mount seats to a Series L‑Track.
Will the agency accept the use of our standard installation procedure for passenger seating, which includes bolting through the interior flooring into the purpose built Ford OEM steel floor? Please reference the attached photo and description of work, which meet all applicable FMVSS 207 and 210 standards. Please see "Attachment B" for photos and descriptions of the process.		X
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ABC 26-01 RFA ABC.xlsx
RFA's 26-01

		MORONGO BASIN TRANSIT AUTHORITY -REQUEST FOR APPROVED EQUALS (Please fill out a separate form for each vehicle class you are proposing)												Date:		12/Feb/26

		RFP No 26-01								ABC Bus, Inc. - Class A-C Cutaways				Rev:		N/C

														MBTA Response

		ITEM NO.		PAGE		SECTION 		TITLE		Approved Equal Request		Rationale		APPROVED		DENIED		MBTA Response

		1		11		5.7		Structure		We request the utilization of a pultrusion composite strucutre which utilizes interor & exterior fiberglass reinforced plastic panels sandwiched with a polypropylene polymer and insulation.  This panel is sandwiched and vacuum laminated with heat and adhesive to 2,000lb/ft of pressure to construct the sidewalls, rear and wall.  The flooring structure is identical to the sidewall structure and is constructed completely of composites.		FMVSS 220 testing and documentation attached.  Testing allowed for 5.12" of delfection and structure deflected 1.16".  Please see attached report and "Attachment A" with build description		X

		2		16		6.3		Modesty Panels, Stanchion and Handrails		We requst the use of a FPVC (foamed polyvinyl chloride sheet) which is an expanded PVC foam board.		This FPVC board is a lightweight, rigid, closed-cell material used for signage, displays and construction applications.  It is extremely effective in shuttle bus builds as it easily accepts mechanical fasteners and is extremely durable including moisture, chemical and corrosion resistance.  Please see "Attachment B" with photo reference.		X

		3		17		6.9		Undercoating		We request relief from the utilization of undercoating as it is not necessary with the floor structure utilized in this shuttle bus build.  		The entire floor support structure is built as a composite panel which meets/exceeds all FVMSS requirements.  The only use of steel in the construction of the shuttle bus is a small amount of hat channel utilized to attach the floor structure to the OEM chassis frame rails and the ambulatory entrance stepwell.  Both of these products meet/exceed the specifications found within this RFP and are powder coated for corrosion resistance.  Please see the document listed "Attachment C"		x				Contingent on approval by MBTA Inspector.
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RO Bus Sales RFA 26-01 - ALL .xls
RFA's 26-01 RO General Bid

		MORONGO BASIN TRANSIT AUTHORITY -REQUEST FOR APPROVED EQUALS (Please fill out a separate form for each vehicle class you are proposing)												Date:		13/Feb/26

		RFP No 26-01								RO Bus Sales - General Bid				Rev:		N/C

														MBTA Response

		ITEM NO.		PAGE		SECTION		TITLE		Approved Equal Request		Rationale		APPROVED		DENIED		MBTA Response

		1		15		IP 11.3		Technical Proposal Requirements		Request approval to submit audited financial statements for fiscal years 2022, 2023, and 2024 to satisfy the requirement for the last three audited financial statements.		The 2025 fiscal year has recently concluded, and the independent third-party audit process has not yet been completed. Audited financial statements for 2022, 2023, and 2024 represent the most recent fully completed and independently audited fiscal years available at the time of submission. Submission of these audited financial statements satisfies the requirement for the last three audited financial statements and provides complete financial transparency for review.						Submit as proposed but also provde unaudited 2025 financials  to our CPA and we will determine if what has been provided is adequate to determine your financial position.
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RFA's 26-01 CLASS A-C Matthews 

		MORONGO BASIN TRANSIT AUTHORITY -REQUEST FOR APPROVED EQUALS (Please fill out a separate form for each vehicle class you are proposing)												Date:		13/Feb/26

		RFP No 26-01								CLASS A-C Cutaways (Matthews Specialty Vehicles)				Rev:		N/C

														MBTA Response

		ITEM NO.		PAGE		SECTION		TITLE		Approved Equal Request		Rationale		APPROVED		DENIED		MBTA Response

		1		4		1.1		ISO 9001		Request approval to provide a manufacturer operating under a documented internal quality management system in lieu of ISO 9001:2015 certification		Matthews Specialty Vehicles operates under a documented internal quality management and inspection program governing design, production, and final assembly processes. While MSV is not currently ISO 9001 certified, its internal quality controls provide documented procedures and production oversight consistent with transit manufacturing standards. Supporting quality documentation can be provided for review. This request does not reduce vehicle safety, regulatory compliance, or service life.						To be verified by MBTA's Inspector at olant

		2		14		5.8 - M		Driver Seat		Will MBTA accept the driver seat be OEM as standard for all vehicle types and be recovered in docket 90.		Making the USSC G2E, Freedman FDS or Recaro LX-S, Recaro SHS (or approved equal) as standard equipment will add an additional cost and isn’t a common standard item.				X		Please supply one of the listed seats.We have found OEM insufficient.

		3		13		5.8 - B		Seating		Cushion seat covers  are not available from Freedman Seating, please remove.		Not available from Freedman Seating.		X

		4		19		7.1		MOBILITY AID LIFT		We are requesting an approved equal for the Braun Lift to include a Mpower Dura Lift.		The Mpower Dura lift meets all specifications. - attached flyer & manual						Please  bid the Braun as standard. M Power is an available option for customers on the pricing list.

		5		21		8		MOBILITY AID SECURITY AND OCCUPANT RESTRAINT SYSTEMS		We are requesting an approved equal to provide the AMF Securement systems		AMF Securement system meets specs - attache flyer and manual						Please propose base with Q straint. AMF may be offered as a listed option on the price sheet.

		6		4		2.1		National Fire Protection Burn Testing		Please confirm whether submission of National Fire Protection Association (NFPA) burn test documentation is required at bid time, or only upon award.		Clarification is requested to ensure complete and accurate submission of required compliance documentation.						Provide with bid.

		8		4		2.2		Altoona 5 Year / 150K		Please confirm that submission of FTA acknowledgement of receipt for Altoona testing application satisfies the requirement at proposal submission, pending final test completion within the required timeframe.		Vehicle testing application has been submitted to FTA and is currently under review.						As wrtitten, the mfr. is to present evidence from FTA that testing is in progress. (Not just requested or applied for)

		9		10		5.23		Lights		Please confirm whether the required center-mounted LED light is intended for exterior mounting above the rear window or interior mounting.		Please confirm whether the rear center brake light requirement is separate from, or inclusive of, the center-mounted LED light referenced in Section 5.23(f).						Yes

		10		11		5.6		Body Modifications (Steel Spacer)		Request approval to utilize a 4” steel spacer with (2) 1/4" x 5" x 10" flat steel plates welded to frame rails within OEM-approved areas.		Installation occurs within acceptable OEM frame modification zones and does not affect structural integrity or FMVSS compliance.

		11		12		5.8		Seating & Floor (OMNI Floor)		Request approval to provide the OMNI full-length track floor system in lieu of a wood floor seating anchorage system.		The OMNI full-length track floor system is engineered and tested to meet FMVSS 207 and FMVSS 210 seating and occupant restraint anchorage requirements. The system provides integrated structural seat anchorage through a reinforced track design, eliminating the need for a traditional wood floor substrate.		X				Please confirm this is for a cutaway

		12		14		5.8 - J		Floor Track		Request approval to provide continuous front-to-rear OMNI track flooring in lieu of limiting track installation to areas not covered by fixed seating.		The OMNI track floor provides continuous securement flexibility and does not reduce safety or compliance.		X

		13		16		6.5		Windows		Request approval to provide fixed commercial frameless exterior windows in lieu of top-vented windows.		The proposed window configuration meets FMVSS glazing requirements and maintains passenger safety and visibility.		X

		14		20		8		L-Track		Request approval to provide continuous front-to-rear Series L-track integrated within OMNI floor system in lieu of track strips limited to wheelchair positions only.		Continuous L-track provides enhanced flexibility without reducing securement safety or ADA compliance.		X

		15		26		12		Entrance Door Location		Request approval to provide an in-body entrance door located behind the co-pilot seat in lieu of a main cab area entrance door configuration.		This configuration maintains accessibility, passenger flow, and structural compliance.		X
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RFA's 26-01 CLASS A-C TruPath

		MORONGO BASIN TRANSIT AUTHORITY -REQUEST FOR APPROVED EQUALS (Please fill out a separate form for each vehicle class you are proposing)												Date:		13/Feb/26

		RFP No 26-01								RO Bus Sales				Rev:		N/C

										CLASS A-C Cutaways (TruPath Specialty Vehicles)				MBTA Response

		ITEM NO.		PAGE		SECTION		TITLE		Approved Equal Request		Rationale		APPROVED		DENIED		MBTA Response

		1		4		1.1		ISO 9001		Request approval to provide a manufacturer operating under a documented internal quality management system in lieu of ISO 9001 certification.		TruPath Specialty Vehicles operates under a documented internal quality management and inspection program governing design, fabrication, and final assembly processes. While TruPath is not ISO 9001 certified, its internal quality controls provide documented procedures, inspection checkpoints, and production oversight consistent with transit vehicle manufacturing standards. Supporting quality documentation and internal quality manuals can be provided for review. This request does not reduce vehicle safety, regulatory compliance, durability, or service life.						Submit QC Program to be confirmed at inspection.

		2		14		5.8 - M		Driver Seat		Request approval to provide the OEM driver seat as standard equipment for all vehicle types, with recovery in Docket 90 material.		The OEM driver seat configuration is standard for the chassis platform and maintains compliance with applicable FMVSS safety requirements. Recovery in Docket 90 material provides consistency with interior specifications while maintaining durability and performance standards. This configuration does not reduce safety or functionality.				X		Please propose bus with one of the aftermarket Driver seats proposed. We have found OEM to be insufficicent.

		3		13		5.8 - B		Seating		Request clarification and approval to omit cushion seat covers, as they are not available from the specified seat manufacturer.		Freedman Seating does not offer cushion seat covers for the specified seating model. The proposed seating configuration remains compliant with durability and transit use standards without separate cushion covers.		X

		4		19		7.1		Mobility Aid Lift		Request approval to provide the Mpower Dura Lift as an approved equal to the specified Braun lift.		The Mpower Dura Lift meets all dimensional, load capacity, ADA, and performance requirements contained in the specification. Supporting manufacturer documentation, including technical manual and product brochure, is attached for review.				X		Please  bid the Braun as standard. M Power is an available option for customers on the pricing list.

		5		21		8		Mobility Aid Securement		Request approval to provide the AMF securement system as an approved equal to the specified securement system.		The AMF securement system meets applicable ADA and FMVSS occupant restraint and wheelchair securement requirements as outlined in the specification. Supporting manufacturer documentation is attached for review.				h		Please propose base with Q straint. AMF may be offered as a listed option on the price sheet.
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RFA's 26-01 Class D

		MORONGO BASIN TRANSIT AUTHORITY -REQUEST FOR APPROVED EQUALS (Please fill out a separate form for each vehicle class you are proposing)												Date:		13/Feb/26

		RFP No 26-01								CLASS D LOW FLOOR MINIVAN				Rev:		N/C

														MBTA Response

		ITEM NO.		PAGE		SECTION		TITLE		Approved Equal Request		Rationale		APPROVED		DENIED		MBTA Response

		1		4		1.5		Chassis and Packages		Request approval to provide Chrysler Voyager LX in lieu of Chrysler Voyager L as specified.		The Chrysler Voyager L trim level is no longer available from the OEM. The Voyager LX is the current production equivalent and includes all required OEM packages outlined in Section 1.5.		X

		2		12		6.5-H		Sealant, Rustproofing, Undercoating		6 Stage Powder Coat to all interior and exterior sections of lower floor		In-house powder coating is completed before the tub is assembled to assure 100% rust protection. Tub is glued and bolted into vehicle		X

		3		14		7.0-A		Sub-Floor		Request for 5/8th inch marine grade plywood sub-flooring		Lower floor is 100% sealed and marine grade plywood subfloor provides same quality assurance then any other sub-floor process		X

		4		18		7.3-G-7.5-C		Mobility Aid Ramp		Clarify if ramp sides are to be painted or reflective tape		Seems to be 2 requirements						Either is acceptable

		5		20		7.8-H		Rear Cargo Restraint		Request to delete this requirement for rear cargo net.		The rear seating configuration houses the integrated storage area built by OEM (Chassis), limiting available space for a rear cargo net installation. The proposed configuration maintains passenger safety and prevents unsecured cargo movement. This request does not reduce safety or compliance intent.		X

		6		8		4.1		Spare Tire		Request to substitute for OEM Tire Repair Kit		The OEM full-size spare tire is no longer available from Chrysler for this platform. The OEM tire repair kit is factory-approved and meets current production standards. This substitution does not affect vehicle safety, GVWR compliance, or operational readiness.		X

		8		23		9		CONTRACTOR REQUIREMENTS & NOTES		Request clarification and modification of warranty language to reflect that OEM and final stage manufacturers shall provide and administer their respective component warranties, with the Contractor serving as warranty coordinator.		The vehicle chassis and conversion components are manufactured and warranted directly by the OEM and final stage manufacturer. These entities provide the actual warranty coverage and technical authorization for repairs. We will coordinate and facilitate all warranty claims on behalf of the agency; however, warranty responsibility for parts, materials, and components remains with the respective OEM or final stage manufacturer. This clarification aligns with standard industry practice and does not reduce warranty coverage, duration, or service responsiveness.						Correct.

		9		25		9		MBTA Travel		Request clarification regarding anticipated travel costs referenced in Section 9. Would MBTA be able to provide historical ranges or general estimates of past travel-related expenses associated with this contract?		This information would assist in preparing accurate and competitive pricing while ensuring appropriate budget allocation.						At most 2 individuals, MBTA plus an inspector travels on economy flights and staying at modest chain hotels. If the dealer accompanies, typically we will ride with the representative to reduce the need to rent another car. The costs will vary of cpourse according to location and duration of inspection (typically a day) but a rough estimate of travel only costs would be $1500-2000 pp.
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RFA's 26-01 CLASS P Lowfloor

		MORONGO BASIN TRANSIT AUTHORITY -REQUEST FOR APPROVED EQUALS (Please fill out a separate form for each vehicle class you are proposing)												Date:		13/Feb/26

		RFP No 26-01								RO Bus Sales				Rev:		N/C

										CLASS P Lowfloor Van				MBTA Response

		ITEM NO.		PAGE		SECTION		TITLE		Approved Equal Request		Rationale		APPROVED		DENIED		MBTA Response

		1		2		1		ISO 9001		This section is requesting the Manufacturer to be ISO 9001 certified for the design, sale, manufacture of customized buses and multipurpose passenger vehicles. RO Bus Sales is requesting an exception of having an ISO 9001 certified manufacturer.		Our manufacturer Sunset Vans who is privately held company does not use ISO 9001 for their quality control. They preform their own internal quality control. We can provide their own quality plan and procedures as an alternative to ISO.						Submit QC Manual. Inspector to confirm.

		2		9		11		MOBILITY AID SECUREMENT:		Request approval to provide L-track securement integrated within the vehicle floor system in lieu of supplying two separate securement bags as specified.		The integrated L-track system provides continuous and compliant wheelchair securement anchorage consistent with ADA and FMVSS requirements. When L-track is installed as part of the floor structure, separate securement storage bags are not required for proper operation. This configuration maintains safety, accessibility, and securement functionality without reducing compliance.		X
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RFA's 26-01 Class V

		MORONGO BASIN TRANSIT AUTHORITY -REQUEST FOR APPROVED EQUALS (Please fill out a separate form for each vehicle class you are proposing)												Date:		13/Feb/26

		RFP No 26-01								RO Bus Sales				Rev:		N/C

										CLASS V Ford Transit				MBTA Response

		ITEM NO.		PAGE		SECTION		TITLE		Approved Equal Request		Rationale		APPROVED		DENIED		MBTA Response

		1		3		2.2		Vehicle Class		Request approval to provide a Ford Transit 350 High Roof configuration in lieu of the Mid Roof configuration specified.		The High Roof configuration is required to accommodate optional rear or mid-body passenger door configurations and to maintain adequate interior headroom for ADA accessibility and passenger circulation. The High Roof does not reduce safety, performance, or compliance and provides improved interior functionality consistent with transit applications.						See revised pricing sheet and vehicle table (2.2)

		2		4		5		Floor		Request approval to provide Gerflor transit-grade flooring in lieu of the specified flooring manufacturer.		Gerflor transit flooring meets or exceeds durability, slip-resistance, fire-retardant, and transit industry performance standards as required by the specification. Supporting documentation can be provided upon request.		X

		3		5		10		Engine		Request approval to provide the current Ford OEM 3.5L engine in lieu of the discontinued 3.7L V6 engine referenced in the specification.		Ford Motor Company has replaced the 3.7L V6 engine with the 3.5L engine in current model year production. The 3.5L engine meets or exceeds OEM performance, durability, and emissions standards for the Transit platform.		X

		4		6		16		Mobility Aid Lift		Request approval to provide the Mpower Dura Lift as an approved equal to the specified Braun lift.		The Mpower Dura Lift meets all dimensional, load capacity, ADA, and performance requirements contained in the specification. Supporting manufacturer documentation, including technical manual and product brochure, is attached for review.				X		Please propose the specified Braun lift. If you look at the pricing and options sheet, you can offer the M Power as a priced option.
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Model 1 26-01 RFA.xls
Class A-C

		MORONGO BASIN TRANSIT AUTHORITY -REQUEST FOR APPROVED EQUALS (Please fill out a separate form for each vehicle class you are proposing)												Date:		2/16/206

		RFP No 26-01								Class A-C - Cutaway				Rev:		2

														MBTA Response

		ITEM NO.		PAGE		SECTION		TITLE		Approved Equal Request		Rationale		APPROVED		DENIED		MBTA Response

		1		5		3		VEHICLE CLASSES		Please accept 3.5L EcoBoost V6 engine for Class A T350 as the minimum engine size for Transit.				X

		2		6		4.25		CNG/PROPANE		Please adjust and include verbiage from Class E & G on CNG. 
"The system shall only be installed by the Manufacturer of Record (MOR), which is the company that secures the CARB Executive Order or installers approved by the agency and MOR."						X		Class E and G specifications revised.

		3		9		5.21		WIRING AND SWITCHES		Spec states that wire ties are not acceptable for securing wires to frame.  Is it acceptable to use wire ties in other compoenets of the build?				X

		4		9		5.21		WIRING AND SWITCHES		Please accept that there could be similarly colored wires inside the harness but they will be indiviually labeled based on electrical purpose.		Some harnesses require separate colors than what is commonly available for commercial use.		X

		5		9		5.21		WIRING AND SWITCHES		Please clarify - Are there a certain amount of P-clamps needing to be shipped loose in each bus for inspection purposes and later installation in California?								No

		6		9		5.23		LIGHTS		Please accept that all lights are to be LED for body conversion. Lights and bulbs are incandesent per OEM standard.		Ford E-Series chassis have incandescent headlights and front turn signals.		X

		7		9		5.23b		LIGHTS		Please accept our standard fix-mounted tail lights.		Grommet mount tail lights are no longer used on our builds.		x

		8		10		5.24		BATTERIES		Spec states that mismatched batteries are not acceptable.  Can brands of batteries be different as long as type and size are the same?						X

		9		13		5.8c		SEATING		Please accept 12" USR seatbelt extenders instead of 24" length from spec.		A 24" seatbelt extender is not available for USR seatbelts.		X

		10		22		8.5d		MIRROR		Please accept Rosco mirror/monitor combo for backup system in place of the windshield mounted OEM rearview mirror.				X

		11		22		8.5e		LIGHTING		Clarification: 
Where are the locations for in the minimum quantity of 8 interior lights? Is the passenger entry door light and driver dome light part of this quantity?

It is recommended that the driver dome light and passenger entry door light are to be wired to separate switches for ease of light flexibility.								Yes, and recommendation is acceptable

		12		22		8.5e		LIGHTING		Please accept removal of incandesant lights for interior and replaced with LED.				X

		13		22		8.5f		ADDITIONAL EQUIPMENT		Please accept that our exhaust handers are welded to the frame - not bolted.				X
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Class D

		MORONGO BASIN TRANSIT AUTHORITY -REQUEST FOR APPROVED EQUALS (Please fill out a separate form for each vehicle class you are proposing)												Date:		2/16/206

		RFP No 26-01								Class D - LF Minivan				Rev:		2

														MBTA Response

		ITEM NO.		PAGE		SECTION		TITLE		Approved Equal Request		Rationale		APPROVED		DENIED		MBTA Response

		1				1.5		CHASSIS AND PACKAGES		Chrysler Voyager LX in lieu of the discontinued Chrysler Voyager L		Stellantis has discontinued the Chrysler Voyager L package and went to the Chrysler Voyager LX package.		X

		2								(4) OEM Aluminum Wheels 17" x 7" in lieu of (4) OEM Stamped Steel wheels.		Stellantis has discontinued Stamped Steel Wheels.		X
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Class E

		MORONGO BASIN TRANSIT AUTHORITY -REQUEST FOR APPROVED EQUALS (Please fill out a separate form for each vehicle class you are proposing)												Date:		2/16/206

		RFP No 26-01								Class E - Large Cutaway				Rev:		2

														MBTA Response

		ITEM NO.		PAGE		SECTION		TITLE		Approved Equal Request		Rationale		APPROVED		DENIED		MBTA Response

		1		7		4.6		BRAKES		Please accept the OEM push/pull paddle parking/emergency brake supplied on the Ford F-550 chassis as an approved equal to the specified foot-operated parking brake, providing equivalent function, driver ergonomics, and safety.				X
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Class E-RE

		MORONGO BASIN TRANSIT AUTHORITY -REQUEST FOR APPROVED EQUALS (Please fill out a separate form for each vehicle class you are proposing)												Date:		2/16/206

		RFP No 26-01								Class E-RE Mid Size RE				Rev:		2

														MBTA Response

		ITEM NO.		PAGE		SECTION		TITLE		Approved Equal Request		Rationale		APPROVED		DENIED		MBTA Response

		1		9		8.4		LIGHTING		Request front headlamps to be Halogen type		Chassis standard headlights are halogen. All other lights are LED.		X
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Class G - SOF

		MORONGO BASIN TRANSIT AUTHORITY -REQUEST FOR APPROVED EQUALS (Please fill out a separate form for each vehicle class you are proposing)												Date:		2/16/206

		RFP No 26-01								Class G LF Cutaway				Rev:		2

										Spirit of Freedom				MBTA Response

		ITEM NO.		PAGE		SECTION		TITLE		Approved Equal Request		Rationale		APPROVED		DENIED		MBTA Response

		1		5		3		Vehicle Classes		Request for the Spirit of Freedom to be a non-kneeling bus		This model bus does not kneel - it is built with standard OEM Front and Rear Spring Suspension.		X

		2		8		5.21		Wiring and Switches		Request electrical panel to be installed in the B-pillar behind the driver facing the rear of the bus.  Cover is attached with removable rivnuts for removing cover to work on panel.		This is our standard location for panel so access is easier than standing on a driver seat to access		X

		3		8		5.21		Wiring and Switches		Request all electrical wiring to be function coded every 12" ilo 6".		12" is our standard coding on our wiring.		X

		4		8		5.22		Charging System		Request for a manual switch/buttom to engage the fast idle system when the vehicle is in park to be deleted.  We use the Intermotive Gateway system and this is not available with their system				X

		5		9		5.23		Lights		Request raised floor step lighting to be removed as low floor buses do not have any steps on the inside of the bus.				X

		6		9		5.25		Battery Tray		Request battery tray be located in front of the passenger door under the mor-view window.  The tray holds one battery and the other battery is located under the hood.		Battery tray cannot be placed behind the entry door due to the low floor structure.  Tray can only hold one battery.		X

		7		9		5.25		Battery Tray		Request the chrome retractable latch to hold the door in the open position be removed for our build.  Our battery box door opens from the side (not from the top) and does not require a hold open device.				X

		8		11		5.5		Back Up Alarm		Request to use an Ecco back up alarm model 520 which is 97 dba.		This is our standard back up alarm		X

		9		12		5.8 c)		Seating		Request seat belt extenders to be 12" ilo 24".		Freedman no longer offers 24" seat belt extenders for the USR belts.		X

		10		16		6.6		Insulation		Request to use 1.5" polystyrene insulation that is installed in the roof, rear wall, sidewalls.  The extended ramp door section is insulated with astrofoil due to the location of the door header mechanism.		This is our standard insulation.		X

		11		17		6.91		Wheel Housing		Request for the wheel housing to be constructed of 16 gauge powder coated steel and covered with polyurea coating for superior rust protection.		This is our standard wheel well construction.

		12		20		8.0 c)		Mobility Aid Security and Occupant Restraint Systems		Request to use a "heavy duty" storage pouch ilo a closable box to store securement systems, torso pads, etc.		Pouches can be placed on the wall and frees up floor space.  Since the foldaway seats call for TDSS, the pouches typically only hold the shoulder/lap belts so they are not heavy.		X

		13		70		WR 1.1.1		Contractor Warranty/Minimums		Request a standard vehicle warranty that covers the vehicle for 50,000 miles ino 60,000 (Class G).  See attached warranty information.
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Class G - SOI

		MORONGO BASIN TRANSIT AUTHORITY -REQUEST FOR APPROVED EQUALS (Please fill out a separate form for each vehicle class you are proposing)												Date:		2/16/206

		RFP No 26-01								Class G LF Cutaway				Rev:		2

										Spirit of Independence				MBTA Response

		ITEM NO.		PAGE		SECTION		TITLE		Approved Equal Request		Rationale		APPROVED		DENIED		MBTA Response

		1		5		3		Vehicle Classes		Request for the Spirit of Independence to be a non-kneeling bus.		This model bus does not kneel - it is built with standard OEM Front MacPhearson Strut and Rear Spring Suspension.		X

		2		7		4.9		Wheels		Request for the rear dual wheels to have the option for the brass or stainless-steel valve stem extension deleted from spec for G-3 Transit category.		This option cannot be used due to the TPMS that is installed on the chassis.		X

		3		8		5.21		Wiring and Switches		Request electrical panel to be installed in the A-pillar behind the mor-view window on the curbside of the bus.		This is our standard location for electrical panel and front cap is smaller and does not have enough room to place a panel up there.		X

		4		8		5.21		Wiring and Switches		Request all electrical wiring to be function coded every 12" ilo 6".		12" is our standard coding on our wiring.		X

		5		8		5.22		Charging System		Request for a manual switch/buttom to engage the fast idle system when the vehicle is in park to be deleted.  We use the Intermotive Gateway system and this is not available with their system				X

		6		9		5.23		Lights		Request raised floor step lighting to be removed as low floor buses do not have any steps on the inside of the bus.				x

		7		9		5.25		Battery Tray		Request battery tray be located under the driver's seat.		Batteries are located in this location from the chassis manufaturer and we are not allowed to move them.		X

		8		11		5.5		Back Up Alarm		Request to use an Ecco back up alarm model 520 which is 97 dba.		This is our standard back up alarm.		x

		9		12		5.8 c)		Seating		Request seat belt extenders to be 12" ilo 24".		Freedman no longer offers 24" seat belt extenders for the USR belts.		x

		10		14		5.8 m)		Driver Seat		Request to use the OEM Driver Seat with OEM fabric.		OEM Transit driver seat cannot be replaced or recovered per Ford restrictions.		x

		11		15		6.21		Drivers Running Board/Assist		Please accept a fiberglass running board that is designed to fit the Ford Transit chassis.  (G-3 only)				x

		12		16		6.6		Insulation		Request to use 1.5" polystyrene insulation that is installed in the roof, rear wall, sidewalls.  The extended ramp door section is insulated with astrofoil due to the location of the door header mechanism.		This is our standard insulation.		x

		13		17		6.91		Wheel Housing		Request for the wheel housing to be constructed of 16 gauge powder coated steel and covered with polyurea coating for superior rust protection.		This is our standard wheel well construction.		x

		14		20		8.0 c)		Mobility Aid Security and Occupant Restraint Systems		Request to use a "heavy duty" storage pouch ilo a closable box to store securement systems, torso pads, etc.		Pouches can be placed on the wall and frees up floor space.  Since the foldaway seats call for TDSS, the pouches typically only hold the shoulder/lap belts so they are not heavy.		x

		15		70		WR 1.1.1		Contractor Warranty/Minimums		Request a standard vehicle warranty that covers the vehicle for 50,000 miles ino 60,000 (Class G).  See attached warranty information.				x
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Class G - SOM

		MORONGO BASIN TRANSIT AUTHORITY -REQUEST FOR APPROVED EQUALS (Please fill out a separate form for each vehicle class you are proposing)												Date:		2/16/206

		RFP No 26-01								Class G LF Cutaway				Rev:		2

										Spirit of Mobility				MBTA Response

		ITEM NO.		PAGE		SECTION		TITLE		Approved Equal Request		Rationale		APPROVED		DENIED		MBTA Response

		1		5		3		Vehicle Classis		Please accept a bus that kneels 3" and features an electric compressor.		The bus kneels 3" which allows it to achieve a ramp angle that is 1:6 or better.  The electric compressor is built to withstand a transit duty cycle and has been installed in over 500 vehicles.  The compressor is corrosion resistant and mitigates any moisture entering the air system.		X				Kneeling feature reclassified as an optio to be priced.

		2		8		5.21		Wiring and Switches		Request electrical panel to be installed in the B-pillar behind the driver facing the rear of the bus.  Cover is attached with removable rivnuts for removing cover to work on panel.		This is our standard location for panel so access is easier than standing on a driver seat to access		X

		3		8		5.21		Wiring and Switches		Request all electrical wiring to be function coded every 12" ilo 6".		12" is our standard coding on our wiring.		X

		4		8		5.22		Charging System		Request for a manual switch/buttom to engage the fast idle system when the vehicle is in park to be deleted.  We use the Intermotive Gateway system and this is not available with their system				X

		5		9		5.23		Lights		Request raised floor step lighting to be removed as low floor buses do not have any steps on the inside of the bus.				X

		6		9		5.25		Battery Tray		Request battery tray be located in front of the passenger door under the mor-view window.  The tray holds one battery and the other battery is located under the hood.		Battery tray cannot be placed behind the entry door due to the low floor structure.  Tray can only hold one battery.		x

		7		9		5.25		Battery Tray		Request the chrome retractable latch to hold the door in the open position be removed for our build.  Our battery box door opens from the side (not from the top) and does not require a hold open device.				x

		8		11		5.5		Back Up Alarm		Request to use an Ecco back up alarm model 520 which is 97 dba.		This is our standard back up alarm		x

		9		12		5.8 c)		Seating		Request seat belt extenders to be 12" ilo 24".		Freedman no longer offers 24" seat belt extenders for the USR belts.		x

		10		16		6.6		Insulation		Request to use 1.5" polystyrene insulation that is installed in the roof, rear wall, sidewalls.  The extended ramp door section is insulated with astrofoil due to the location of the door header mechanism.		This is our standard insulation.		x

		11		17		6.91		Wheel Housing		Request for the wheel housing to be constructed of 16 gauge powder coated steel and covered with polyurea coating for superior rust protection.		This is our standard wheel well construction.		x

		12		20		8.0 c)		Mobility Aid Security and Occupant Restraint Systems		Request to use a "heavy duty" storage pouch ilo a closable box to store securement systems, torso pads, etc.		Pouches can be placed on the wall and frees up floor space.  Since the foldaway seats call for TDSS, the pouches typically only hold the shoulder/lap belts so they are not heavy.		x

		13		70		WR 1.1.1		Contractor Warranty/Minimums		Request a standard vehicle warranty that covers the vehicle for 50,000 miles ino 60,000 (Class G).  See attached warranty information.				x
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Class P

		MORONGO BASIN TRANSIT AUTHORITY -REQUEST FOR APPROVED EQUALS (Please fill out a separate form for each vehicle class you are proposing)												Date:		2/16/206

		RFP No 26-01								Class P - LF Full Size Van				Rev:		2

														MBTA Response

		ITEM NO.		PAGE		SECTION		TITLE		Approved Equal Request		Rationale		APPROVED		DENIED		MBTA Response

		1				7		SLIP-RESISTANT FLOOR COVERING		Drop plastic interior low floor panels in lieu of finished perimeter walls.		Current production design includes these details for manufacturability, and an OEM look.		X

		2				7		SLIP-RESISTANT FLOOR COVERING		Textured yellow powder coated steel step edging secured with screws in lieu of Gerflor yellow safety vinyl edging secured by heat welding.		Current production design that provides a durable slip resistant finish.		X

		3				9		DOORS		12.5" step in height in lieu of 10" step in height		Current production design based on step in height equal to the Class D Low Floor Minivan.		X

		4				9		DOORS		Mild steel assist handles powder coated in a durable yellow finish in lieu of the stainless assist handles		Current production design that provides a durable finish.		X

		5				9		DOORS		OEM door ajar indicator located on instrument cluster in lieu of a LED light		Current production design that meets the intent of the requirement.		X

		6				11		MOBILITY AID SECUREMENT		Q'Straint pucks in lieu of Q'Straint "L" track		Current production design that includes pucks for 2 wheelchair postions; including 2 additional pucks to accommodate an XL wheelchair.		X

		8				12		MOBILITY AID STATIONS		Q'Straint pucks w/ standard QRT Deluxe Slide N Click Tie Down System in lieu of QRT Deluxe "L" Track w/ electrically operated rear Tie Downs and Lap belt.		Current production design includes 2 ADA compliant Q'Straint QRT Deluxe Slide N Click Tie Down positions, we have an option to supply a fully electrically operated Q'Straint One Tie Downs System.		X

		9				16		INTERIOR		ABS style plastic interior; lower panels are (Black) and upper panels & ceiling are gray.		Current production design that replicates the OEM interior.		X

		10				17		IT CABINET REPLACING CO-PILOT SEAT		HVAC controls, Interlock Display, Seatlink, and Battery Disconnect mounted in a functionable location on the dash.		Current production design that takes into account that not all units will be built with the Co-Pilot seat delete. This design provides a consistent location for the controls regardless of the build options.		X

		11				25		PASSENGER SEATS		Flip and Swivel seats that rotate from the forward facinig seated postion to a stowed position facing the wall.		Current production design so a passenger would not be able to sit in a un-tested side facing or rear facing position.		X

		12				25		PASSENGER SEATS		Headrest mounted assist grab handles in lieu of soft single assist grab handles mounted on the walls next to the seats.		Current production design that provides grab handles to assist passenger get up from a seated position.		X

		13				28		ELECRICAL		Schematic diagram, of engineering quality, indicating color and function in lieu of printed circuit identifiers.		Current production design that provides equal ability to trouble shoot any potential electrical issues.		X

		14				42		SUSPENSION SYSTEM		OEM Premium Heavy Duty Suspension (SDD) in lieu of a MORryde add on system.		Current production design that utilizes the OEM offered suspension system. Adding an aftermarket suspension component would likely require a new Altoona test.		X

		15				75		WATER TEST		Sonic Leak Test in lieu of a Water Test		Please see attached Sonic Leak & Sound Testing - JBS for detail on the process.		X				Approval is granted for this vehicly type only.
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Class V

		MORONGO BASIN TRANSIT AUTHORITY -REQUEST FOR APPROVED EQUALS (Please fill out a separate form for each vehicle class you are proposing)												Date:		2/16/206

		RFP No 26-01								Class V - Mobility Vehicle				Rev:		2

														MBTA Response

		ITEM NO.		PAGE		SECTION		TITLE		Approved Equal Request		Rationale		APPROVED		DENIED		MBTA Response

		1		4		5		Floor		We respectfully request that the 2.25mm Gerflor Tarabus flooring be approved for use in this 
procurement.		The 2.25 mm, with its 100% pure PVC wear layer, has proven over the years to be 
very durable in the heavy-duty market. With the success in the heavy-duty market, this has 
carried over to the shuttle bus market with the 2.25 mm proving to be more than durable enough 
to last throughout the life cycle of a light and medium duty bus or van and the 12-year warranty 
on the Tarabus product line is longer than the average life cycle of a light/medium duty bus or 
van. The 2.25mm flooring is accepted as a very durable flooring exceeding all applicable 
requirements for ADA and FMVSS. The 2.25mm flooring will reduce unnecessary weight to the 
vans/buses over the life of the vehicle which can boost fuel economy and reduce extra stress to 
the body and chassis components.

Please see attached Flooring Supporting documentation		X

		2		5		8		Passenger seats		Will Freedman GOES seats be accepted in place of Freedman 3PT.				X				Yes.

		3		5		10		Engine/ Engine Cooling		Please change the Engine displacment from 3.7-liter to 3.5 - Liter. Ford no longer produces the 3.7L in the ford transit.				X

		4		5		10		Engine/ Engine Cooling		Gaseous Prep is not available from Ford on the Transit Chassis.				X

		5		6		14.4		Instrument Panel		please aknowledge the Insterment panel will include spedometer, odometer, temp gauge, RPMs. Everything else will be available in the display menu.				X
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Masters 26-01 RFA Vehicle Information.xls
RFA's 26-01

		MORONGO BASIN TRANSIT AUTHORITY -REQUEST FOR APPROVED EQUALS (Please fill out a separate form for each vehicle class you are proposing)												Date:

		RFP No 26-01												Rev:		N/C

														MBTA Response

		ITEM NO.		PAGE		SECTION		TITLE		Approved Equal Request		Rationale		APPROVED		DENIED		MBTA Response

		1				26-01 Vehicle Information		Technical Information Tab		Please clarify the timeframe in which the following numbers are to be provided: "Number of vehicles of same model proposed delivered?” and “Total Number of Buses and Vans (all types) delivered?”.								Since first production model was delivered until present.
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Masters 26-01 RFA V.xls
RFA's 26-01

		MORONGO BASIN TRANSIT AUTHORITY -REQUEST FOR APPROVED EQUALS (Please fill out a separate form for each vehicle class you are proposing)												Date:		13/Feb/26

		RFP No 26-01												Rev:		N/C

														MBTA Response

		ITEM NO.		PAGE		SECTION		TITLE		Approved Equal Request		Rationale		APPROVED		DENIED		MBTA Response

		1		2		1.1		Scope		OEM interior is requested. Please clarify if a cargo van is being requested or a passenger van.		A cargo van interior is the sheet metal from the Ford factory. The interior of a passenger van is complete with passenger safety canopy and side curtain air bags.						Either cargo or passenger versions can be used for conversion. Must accomplish in manner that complies with FMVSS.

		2		2		2.2 Vehicle Class		V Ford Transit 350 EL Hi Roof		Maximum GVWR on the Transit 350 EL High roof dual rear wheel is 10,100 ilo of 10,360.				X

		3		3		4.0 Additional Equipment		a) Fire Extinguisher		Please clarify who is responsible for making arrangements for the California inspector.								Dealer

		4		3		5.0 Floor		Plywood		Please accept 1 1/8" commercial grade plywood covered in Altro Transflor.		The floor decking is not exposed to the elements and the 1-1/8" fills the void left by the removal of the OEM floor.		X

		5		3		8.0 Passenger Seats		Seat Mounting		Please accept seats that are bolted directly through the floor and not mounted to a series of L track or standard Unistrut.  Testing to be provided upon request.				x

		6		4		10.0 Engine / Engine Cooling		Engine		Please confirm if a cargo van or a passenger van is to be used as the base.		A passenger van comes standard with the safety canopy and side curtain airbags but a cargo van does not.						See #1, above.

		8		4		10.0 Engine / Engine Cooling		Engine		Please accept a 3.5L PFDi as Ford no longer offers the 3.7L engine.				X

		9		5		18.0 Occupant Restraint System		Training Video		Please clarify if the detailed instructions and training video for the securements are to be submitted with the RFP response or upon delivery of the completed vehicle to the customer.								Provide to ordering agency.

		10		5		18.0 Occupant Restraint System		Training Video		Q'Straint no longer provides a video/DVD for training purposes.  All training videos are now available on Q'Straints website.								Provide link to ordering agency.
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Masters 26-01 RFA RFP.xls
RFA's 26-01

		MORONGO BASIN TRANSIT AUTHORITY -REQUEST FOR APPROVED EQUALS (Please fill out a separate form for each vehicle class you are proposing)												Date:		13/Feb/26

		RFP No 26-01												Rev:		N/C

														MBTA Response

		ITEM NO.		PAGE		SECTION		TITLE		Approved Equal Request		Rationale		APPROVED		DENIED		MBTA Response

		1		10		2 Instructions to Proposers		IP 2. Proposed Schedule for the Procurement		Is there a break down of how many vehicles are anticpated to be ordered by class that can be provided?								Yes, but be aware that as multiple awards are anticipated you might not count on those numbers for volume.

		2		10		2 Instructions to Proposers		IP 2. Proposed Schedule for the Procurement		Please clarify dates for responses to proposer’s communications and proposal due date as dates listed are Saturdays.								Both March 6 (AE responses) and March 20 (Proposals Due) fall on Fridays?

		3		71		7 Warranty Requirements		WR 1.1.5 Emission Control System (ECS)		Please accept Fords 7 year 70,000 mile emmissions warranty.  See attached Ford Warranty.		See Ford Emissions Warranty attachment.		X

		4		108		10 Contract		3. Contract Term and Period of Performance		Please clarify if the term of the contract is one year or two years.								Base period is one-year with four one-year extensions.
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Masters 26-01 RFA Pricing Sheet.xls
RFA's 26-01

		MORONGO BASIN TRANSIT AUTHORITY -REQUEST FOR APPROVED EQUALS (Please fill out a separate form for each vehicle class you are proposing)												Date:		13/Feb/26

		RFP No 26-01												Rev:		N/C

														MBTA Response

		ITEM NO.		PAGE		SECTION		TITLE		Approved Equal Request		Rationale		APPROVED		DENIED		MBTA Response

		1				Pricing and Options Worksheet		Class A B C and Class V-Shuttle Van tabs		Is there an optional equipment analysis that can be provided that identifies which options are frequently purchased?								No

		2				Pricing and Options Worksheet		Class V-Shuttle Van tab		Please confirm you do not want the Shift n Step in the base build of the side lift vans.		Ambulatory passengers would need to enter the van thru the rear doors or walk up over the lift if there is no Shift n Step provided.						Shift n Step is a mandatory option to bid not base. As per section 16.0, base build is a rear lift configuration, in this case the ambulatory customers would enter using the side door.
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Masters 26-01 RFA ABC.xls
RFA's 26-01

		MORONGO BASIN TRANSIT AUTHORITY -REQUEST FOR APPROVED EQUALS (Please fill out a separate form for each vehicle class you are proposing)												Date:		13/Feb/26

		RFP No 26-01												Rev:		N/C

														MBTA Response

		ITEM NO.		PAGE		SECTION		TITLE		Approved Equal Request		Rationale		APPROVED		DENIED		MBTA Response

		1		5		3.0 Vehicle Classes		Class C Ford E450 Wheel Base		Please increase the maximum to a 210" wb.		Provides for a better ride and improvements in overall weight distribution, including GVWR and GAWRs.		X

		2		6		4.25		CNG/Propane		Please clarify if a gaseous prep package is to be ordered as standard on all chassis.								No, only on CNG/

		3		9		5.23 Lights		b Taillights		Please approve grommet mounted taillights, recessed in a removable and replaceable bezel.		The bezel extends 1-7/8" from the body and is under the 2" requirement. (Attachment A)		X

		4		9		5.23 Lights		b Taillights		Please approve red hazard lights.		The function will be the same as the amber light, the only difference is the color. Complies with FMVSS 108.		x

		5		9		5.23 Lights		e Clearance Lights armored		Please accept front and rear top marker lights that are grommet mounted and protected by the body.		Improved aesthetics and offer the same protection while meeting FMVSS 108. (Attachment K)		x

		6		9		5.23 Lights		f & i Center Mount Brake Light		Please clarify if “f) Center mounted LED light will be provided and mounted above rear window.” and “i) Vehicle shall be equipped with LED rear center brake light.” are referring to the same light.				X

		8		12		5.71 Roof Construction & 5.72 a Bus Body		Roof and Bus Body		Please accept securement of roof by roof joiner extrusions.		The roof itself does not extend over the side of the bus, however, the joiner extrusions create a solid one-piece, radius transition extending from the roof to the bus sidewall. Requesting approval for this design. (Attachment B)		X

		9		13		5.8 Seating		h fold seat mounting		Please accept folding seats mounted to a modular aluminum floor track system.		The modular aluminum floor mounts to an integral steel underfloor structure. The folding seats mount to an adapter plate secured to the top of the modular aluminum floor. The floor structure, mounting plate and folding seat comply with all applicable FMVSS requirements. Test documents/certifications will be submitted with RFP response. (Attachment C)		X

		10		14		5.8 Seating		j		Please accept an aluminum, modular floor deck, supported by a steel sub-floor.		Each agency will have the option of either omitting floor track where fixed seat placements are deleted, or leaving the seat track, with a track cover as specified, for flexibility in adding seats and or mobility securement stations.		X

		11		14		5.9 Floors		Flooring		Please approve the ALFO flooring kit in lieu of 5/8 inch marine grade plywood.		The ALFO flooring system is a kit consisting of panels pre-cut to the floor plan of the vehicle that fit together to form a single floor. ALFO's integrated L tracks provide the flexibility of virtually an endless number of seating and mobility configurations. Seat and mobility securement areas conform with all applicable FMVSS standards. Test documents/ certifications will be submitted with RFP response. (Attachment D)		X

		12		15		5.91 Floor Covering		Floor		Please approve floor joining aluminum extrusion transition from floor to wall at a flat angle, 4 inch length.		Allows for a smooth sealed transition that doesn't require Altro or similar to be adhered to the wall for additional protection. The surface is powder coated in black. (Attachment E)		X

		13		16		6.21 Drivers Running Board		B Pillar grab bar		Please approve the OEM interior grab bar to the driver A-pillar as an approved equal to the exterior grab bar. (Attachment F)				x

		14		16		6.3 Modesty Panels, Stanchions and Handrails		Modesty Panel		Please approve HDPE marine grade gray plastic with smooth cut edges.		This provides a one-piece panel, lighter in weight, solid, and scuff resistant. The one-piece design will not delaminate. (Attachment G)		x

		15		16		6.5 Windows		Steel plate to support shoulder straps anchorages.		Please accept 6061-T6 aluminum extrusion that is integral to the structure of the bus ilo steel.		The aluminum runs the full length of the passenger area. (Attachment H)		X

		16		17		6.6 Insulation				Please approve composite body panels constructed using impact resistant, fiber reinforced skins and expanded, moisture resistant, expanded polystyrene (EPS or PST) foam as a core.		The foam core provides a quiet ride and insulated cabin. Body panel thickness is ~1.5in, which satisfies insulation requirement. Front cap area will be insulated as specified.		X

		17		17		6.7 Paint and Trim		Exterior Surfaces		Please accept an exterior body designed with powder coated black aluminum body lines at the floor and roof that serve as the structure for walls and roof panels. Exterior body also includes black front and rear cap trim as well as a powder coated black door frame, while the rest of the bus is white.		This design eliminates white rubber molded trims that yellow and show dirt over time. (Attachment I)		X

		18		17		6.91 Wheel Housing		Wheel housing		Please accept a rear wheel housing consisting of E550 8ga steel powder coated to a minimum of 80 microns.		Powder coating provides corrosion resisitence, is more durable, and serves as an aesthetic barrier. Steel material thickness is 1mm (50%) thicker than spec requires.		X

		19		21		8.0 Mobility Aid Security and Occupant Restraint Systems		Track		Please accept wheelchair positions that have 13  back to front, recessed floor tracks, running the length of area to provide optimal flexibility and minimizing trip hazards.		ALFO interlocking aluminum floor track system offers a light weight and longer lasting alternative to the traditional plywood flooring. Please note, blank (smooth) panels can be provided in areas where seats or mobility securements have been removed/deleted.		X

		20		21		8.0 Mobility Aid Security and Occupant Restraint Systems		Closable box		Please clarify if this is a simple box or does it include recessed anchorages or track integral to the box?								Simple attached box

		21		21		8		Mobility Aid Security and Restraint Systems		Please clarify if the detailed instructions and training video for the securements are to be submitted with the RFP response or upon delivery of the completed vehicle to the customer.								Provide to the agency being delivered to.

		22		22		8.5 Additional Equipment		d. Mirrors		8.5d states that OEM shall not be removed. Please accept a Rosco rearview camera and monitor that uses the OEM mirror mount and replaces the OEM rear mirror.		The rear view camera increases rear visibility and reduces blind spots. (Attachment J)		X

		23		22		8.5 Additional Equipment		e. Sufficient interior lighting		Please approve 8-10 LED lights, depending on length of bus, ilo incandescent.		LED lights are more efficient and have increased lifespan.		x

		24		22		8.5 Additional Equipment		f. Exhaust		Please approve 304 stainless steel in lieu of aluminized steel.		304 stainless steel offers superior corrosion resistance, higher strength and longevity.

		25		24		9.0 11.0				Page 24 skips from item 0 to item 11. Is there an item 10?								10 is deleted
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DAVEY 26-01 RFA G.xls
RFA's 26-01

		MORONGO BASIN TRANSIT AUTHORITY -REQUEST FOR APPROVED EQUALS (Please fill out a separate form for each vehicle class you are proposing)												Date:

		RFP No 26-01												Rev:		N/C

														MBTA Response

		ITEM NO.		PAGE		SECTION		TITLE		Approved Equal Request		Rationale		APPROVED		DENIED		MBTA Response

		1		4		1.1          		The basic vehicle, both chassis and body, must be a current or previous model year factory production cutaway model with less than 3000 miles showing on the odometer at delivery that is catalogued by the manufacturer and for which manufacturer's published literature and printed specifications are currently available. The bus manufacturer shall be ISO 9001: certified. A copy of this certification must accompany the bid submittals.		We are not currently enrolled in the ISO program.  Historically, ISO 9001:2000 was geared toward much larger manufacturers and is a set of quality standards to which they must adhere. FBG's quality standards and practices are well documented and have passed the rigorous scrutiny of a number of large, well-respected transit agencies across the country as well as GSA.  We are, however, aiming to become ISO certified by the end of 2026 and are actively pursuing selection of a Registrar.								See response to this in your ABC RFA requests.

		2		6		4.50		BRAKES:  Dual hydraulic power-assisted system with disc-type brakes on the front and drum or disc-type on the rear wheels.  A foot operated parking brake shall be supplied with a warning light on the dashboard.		We request approval of the OEM standard push-button parking brake.  Foot-brake N/A.				X

		3		7		4.80		STEERING:  Each vehicle shall be equipped with OEM power-assisted steering.  Steering shall incorporate an OEM factory installed tilt wheel feature, proposer must offer optional cruise control.		We request approval of the OEM standard telesoping wheel.  Promaster does not offer the tilt feature.				X

		4		7		4.90		WHEELS:  Each vehicle shall be equipped with seven OEM matching steel-disc wheels.  The rated capacity shall equal or exceed the GVWR of the vehicle.  Rear dual wheels will have a brass or stainless-steel valve extension installed and secured to the outside on each set of rear wheels to check and fill air pressure.		The Dodge Promaster is a single rear wheel vehicle.  Our patentended frame extends each real wheel an additional 6" for maximum stability and smoother ride.  The tires do not extend beyond the body of the vehicle.				X

		5		7		4.9           		TIRES:  Seven OEM steel-belted radial ply tires of equal size and rating. The combined load rating of the tires shall equal or exceed the GVWR of the vehicle.  The spare tire and wheel shall be shipped and delivered with the vehicle unless optional spare tire is carrier is selected.		We request approval of (5) tires - Promaster 3500 chassis in SRW.				X

		6		9		5.23 b		Taillights will be grommet mounted and recessed. Taillights shall not protrude more than 2” from the body. A pair of amber hazard and conventional lights shall be provided. Rear lights shall include a pair of red taillights and red stoplights which may be combination lights (equal to a dual filament bulb).		We request approval of our standard rear exterior lights.  Lights are surface-mount, Hela, bright LEDs.  See attached layout.				X

		7		9		5.23 d		LED side signal lights, with marker, shall be provided independently, or be incorporated into the center of the bus.  Location shall be in front of the rear wheel opening and provide visibility from behind the rear wheel opening.		We request approval to elimite side directional lights.  Aside from standard front and rear directional lights, there are directional lights in the housings of the exterior driver's rear-view mirrors.				X

		8		9		5.24		BATTERIES:  Each vehicle shall have two maximum capacity chassis OEM batteries of equal capacity and rating. Mismatch of battery type is not acceptable, particularly mismatch of lead acid and maintenance free types. Proposer to describe to installation method and location of batteries to the approval of the Mbta.  Hybrid vehicles require that the two OEM batteries supplied with the chassis be installed as per the electric hybrid manufacturer’s instructions and body builder’s guide.		We request approval of a single, OEM AGM battery with a total of 800 CCA.  Due to advancements in technology including the use of LED lighting and more efficient climate systems that dramatically reduce amperage draw and our vision of developing the Frontrunner with the latest, most efficient components, it is not necessary to utilize two batteries.				X

		9		9 & 10		5.25		BATTERY TRAY:  A locking weather protected sliding type battery box shall be installed on the curbside behind the passenger door with stainless steel bearing slides providing for an automatically latched tray to hold the battery in place and at a safe distance while the battery is being serviced.  The battery tray shall be large enough to hold two OEM batteries.  May substitute quality aftermarket battery for one OEM battery if it is of same amperage and battery type. The battery tray slides shall have the ability to carry twice the weight of the bus batteries.  The battery tray shall have adequate drain holes (a minimum of two). The battery box shall also be equipped with two drain holes preferably adjacent to the two-battery tray drain holes when the tray is in the stowed position.  The tray shall have the ability to extend a minimum of 3 inches beyond the opening of the battery compartment.  Drain holes to be closely aligned when the battery tray is in the stowed position. Battery hold-downs should be properly sized and prevent the battery from shifting or moving in the battery tray which may require shift blocks that are made of an insulated material to prevent corrosion.  All battery securement devices and securement hardware, including slides and tray shall be stainless steel and be self-locking or tension retaining hardware.  Battery box must be designed with full support under the tray and insulation to prevent corrosion.  Battery trays that are built without structural support underneath will not be accepted.  One thumb-release latch and one locking latch that will rotate 180 degrees from the closed position shall secure the battery door.  A chrome retractable latch shall hold the door in the open position.  A diagram showing the configuration of the battery cable installation shall be installed to the inside of the battery.  Cables shall be long enough to allow specified pull out extension and shall be protected and flexible enough to fold away when stowed without shorting or damaging the cables.		Chassis has single 800 cca maintenance free, deep-cycle battery and is housed in a weather-tight compartment, easily accessible in the floor at the foot of the driver's seat.				X

		10		12		5.80 c		Under seat retractable seatbelts, equal to Freedman USR, shall be provided for all seats.  Driver seatbelt shall be OEM lap/shoulder belt. Two 24" belt extenders shall be provided with each vehicle.		Promaster 3500 chassis is under 10,000 GVWR.  We request approval of Freedman GO-ES 3-Point seats				X

		11		13		5.80 f		All passenger seats are to have molded energy absorbing grab handles at the top of each forward facing seat.  The handles must be securely attached to a welded seat frame structure.  Seats along rear wall do not require grab handles.  Aisle seats are to include black folding US arms, or equal.		Please clarify what is meant by "all seats."  Does the vehicle require arm rests at the seat position at the wall or just at the aisles?								Freedman supplies arm rests to all the seats. Reconfirmed with supplier.

		12		13		5.80 h		Folding seats must be equal to Freedman mid/high back, three step folding seat. Folding seats must be installed so that rubbing/chaffing does not occur during fold operation. Seat cover must not touch sidewall or structure during fold/unfold.  Optional folding seats placed over a mobility aid tie down space shall include Freedman T.D.S.S. (tie down storage system).  Folding seats must be mounted to steel structure that is an integral part of the final stage builders under floor structure, minimum thickness 1/8th inch. Steel plating for seat securement must be designed into floor, added steel plating similar to large washers would not be accepted. All Seat mount bolts and wheel chair shoulder harness mount bolts that are not fastened to seat track will be mounted to the above hrequired structural steel members. No fasteners will be allowed within 1-½ inches of any flat steel components edge. This requirement does not apply to fasteners through box beam type of structure.		Our vehicle does not lend itself for the installation of this type of seat.  We request approval of the Freedman Wall Seat whenever a folding seat is required.  We have no other option at this point.				X

		13		13		5.80 j		A one-piece filler/cover shall be provided in tracking between fixed seat placements on the floor and wall tracks. Any order that deletes fixed seats will also automatically delete the floor track for that seat. Floor track will not be installed in any area not covered by a fixed seat. Track can extend 6 inches to the rear of the fixed seat area to allow for seat adjustment by end user to better accommodate their needs.		We cannot currently provide track-seating in our vehicle.  We request approval of our method of attachment of seats by bolting through the floor, directly into our purpose-built chassis frame. Frame is made of high-strength steel.  This steel is three times stronger than the cold-rolled steel found throughout the industry.				X

		14		14		5.80 m		Driver Seat - Vehicle to be equipped with USSC G2E, Freedman FDS or Recaro LX-S, Recaro SHS (or approved equal) as standard equipment. Proposer to identify which seat model is to be standard issue and offer option price or credit for the others if available. Upholstery color will be grey cloth unless specified by the buyer to match passenger seats at no additional cost.  Seat trim will include all OEM trim, even if an optional seat or seat base is ordered. OEM Driver seat acceptable for Class G-3 and G-4 Compact, recovered in D-90 upholstery.		We request approval of the Promaster OEM Driver's seat, manually-adjustable forward and backward with lumbar, arm rest, and seatbelt.  There is no manufacturer that currently makes an alternative driver's seat to fit the Promatser chassis, so we are unable to provide an alternative to this seat.				X

		15		14		5.90		FLOORS:  The floor overlay shall have a minimum of 5/8" marine grade grade plywood, or 5/8” thick one piece engineered wood, fastened to the cross sills.  All edges are to be properly sealed for moisture.  Finished surface is to be sanded and filled where needed to create a smooth surface for the final floor overlay material.		We request approval of Coosa composite structural floor panels.  Coosa is a non-absorbent, closed cell, lightweight composite. It is rated for extreme durability and dimensionally stable, with sound and thermal insulation, resistant to contamination and extreme temperature range.  It is guaranteed for life to never swell, rot or mildew.				X

		16		15		6.20		Entry Steps:  Steps shall not be allowed on low floor buses.  Height from ground to passenger entry shall be a maximum of 11” when kneeled.  Bus must be capable of kneeling a minimum of 4 inches.		We request approval of our 4-corner Wabco air suspension.  Vehicle kneels 3" for a step-in height of approximately 10".				X

		17		15 & 16		6.30		Modesty Panels, Stanchion and Handrails:  An entry door modesty panel and stanchion post shall be installed at the left rear of the step well and in front of the curb side row of seats.  A stanchion with modesty panel to rear of front mounted ramp is required when a front ramp is selected and another behind the driver.  Stanchions shall be constructed from the floor to the ceiling.  The lower 30" portion shall be constructed of a gray Formica laminate, or equal, with plastic edge molding, the color to match the interior.  A 30"(minimum) handrail shall be installed on both sides of the entry door made of 1.25" 304 stainless steel that can be used by passengers standing at ground level to aid in boarding the bus as well as those passengers that are leaving the bus.  The handrail must be able to be used continually for help in boarding and deboarding the bus. Note: grab handles must not affect the clear entry door width. Two overhead grab rails using 1.25" diameter 304 stainless steel are required on both sides of the vehicle to run the full length of the available seating, handrail shall terminate into ceiling with radiused stainless steel ends without connections/elbows. All stanchions and handrails shall be securely fastened into structural members at all mounting points. A smoked plexiglass panel, 3/8" thick shall be provided behind driver from top of driver’s seat to within 6" of bus ceiling.  Panel must not impair driver’s seat adjustments.  Panel may be incorporated into stanchion and guardrail behind driver and must provide cutout area for handhold and be shock mounted to prevent rattle.  Cutout area for handhold must have no sharp edges and all corners shall be radiused.  Panel must have required marking for compliance to Title 13.		We request approval of our standard modesty panel made of lightweight, high-strength white HDPE board with rounded corners. With our floor plan design, we install a stanchion, crossbar and modesty panel to the left of the passenger entry and a wall-mount right-side assist rail.  Our ramp is not in the floor.  It folds in half and stows vertically at the right of the entrance, hence the wall-mount handrail.  Stanchions and modesty panels are installed in front of the ambulatory passengers seats which are behind the wheelchairs.  Behind the driver, we mount double vertical stanchions with a full-height smoked plexiglas panel.				X

		18		16		6.5          		Windows:  All windows, except the windshield, rear and doors, shall be egress transit type or a top T-slide panel type, a minimum of 860 square inches.  All side windows, except street side rear that shall be fixed, shall be top vented to allow for ventilation. All side windows shall provide a clear view to the outside from each seat position.  Windows shall be installed in the double entry doors, on the curbside of the vehicle.  Caulking around windows shall be used only as a seal, not to make up for body defects or out of tolerance window openings.  All rear and passenger glass is to be tinted to a maximum of 31% light transmission in the passenger compartment.  A steel plate adequate to support shoulder straps anchorages must be installed above the windows.		Windows are solid pane, tempered with a light transmission of 18%.  Two (2) egress windows measure 54" x 34".  Three (3) solid-pane windows measure 41" x 46".  Rear window is 19" x 62" Egress.				x

		19		17		6.90		UNDERCOATING:  The entire underside of the body including floor members, side panels below floor level (if metal), and fender wells shall be undercoated, at the time of manufacture, with a nonflammable resin type polyoleim coating for bus applications.  All openings in the floorboards and firewall shall be sealed.		The Frontrunner is the only vehicle on the market whose complete purpose-built lowered-floor chassis undergoes a "hot dip galvanization" process.  This is the most superior form of corrosion resistance available for protecting steel from potential corrosion.  The hot bath alters the molecular structure of the steel creating self-healing properties.  When the surface of the frame is nicked, zinc interacts with oxygen in the air to heal the damaged area.  Undercoating is detrimental to the protection provided by our hot-dip process.				X

		20		17		6.95        		AIR CONDITIONING: All vehicles require an OEM integral front air conditioner and an auxiliary rear air conditioner. Rear systems shall be completely independent of the front system, and sized as follows; Class F and Class G Gasoline and Diesel vehicles require auxiliary systems capable of producing a equal to or better than Trans/Air TA 73 Evaporator, SMC3L Condenser, 13 CID Compressor or ACT 50 HD compressor, EZ-5 Evaporator, with 13 CID compressor and CF 32 condenser or MCC model AC- 813MAX system comprised of a 13 cid compressor, EM- 1 Evaporator and CM- 3 Condenser or Spheros R236521 with 22023 evaporator, 25065 skirt mount condenser, and 13 CID compressor, Additional A/C systems from manufacturers not listed that meet the above requirements shall be listed as an option.  No tie in A/C systems will be allowed. Proposer to identify Base A/C system in the Vehicle Information Sheet from above. If Proposer wants to offer any of the other brands/models above, it will list them on the options sheet with an appropriate options price or credit to be evaluated for approval.		We request approval of the Spheros (formerly Valeo), self-contained, roof-mount TC60 air conditioning system.  System is free-blow and is tied to an auxiliary TM16 air compressor.  While output is variable based on the construction of the vehicle and efficiency of the air compressor, the system is rated with a heat output of 75K BTUs and cooling output of 65K BTUs.  That said, this system is effective in our vehicle regardless of location due to the tightness of our design and of our materials.  Our HVAC is proven effective from Arizona to Alaska.  We cannot offer an alternative to this system.				X

		21		18		7.0           		HEATER:  Each vehicle shall have a front mounted integral high output heater and a rear floor high output auxiliary heater mounted behind the rear wheel housing or under a rear seat.  The rear heater shall be equipped with two brass ¼ turn valves and/or electronic controlled pump/valves. ¼ turn vales to be clearly marked on the outside of the bus as to its location. The valves shall be located below or behind the driver’s entry step well. (Final location to be confirmed at preproduction meeting) The total output of the auxiliary heater system shall be 35,000 BTU for types E and F.		Included in Roof HVAC				X

		22		18		7.10		MOBILITY AID RAMP:  Low floor buses shall be equipped with a power operated entrance ramp located at the ambulatory passenger door and shall be manufactured by Braun Mobility, Ricon, or equal.  The ramp shall be ADA compliant and have minimum width of 34” and minimum length of 62” when deployed. Vehicle shall be capable of deploying the ramp at raised and kneeled positions.  Ramp shall provide an incline ratio of no more than 6:1 when deployed from street level. Ramp operation shall be fully ADA compliant and controls shall be easily accessible from the driver’s position and capable of deployment from a curb side control switch(es).		We request approval of a manually  operated M-Power bi-fold ramp that folds and stows vertically inside the vehicle eliminating maintenance issues due to debris being folded into the floor when the ramp is stowed.  Ramp is tested to 2,400 lbs. and rated to 800 lbs, measuring 34" x 60" with a ratio of 1:6.2 as measured from the door frame rather than the inside of the vehicle.  We request to offer as Optional a powered version of the manual vertically stowing in bus ramp with the same form and feature of the manual ramp. Pricing can be provided for electrical ramp with single lever override.				X

		23		19		7.5         		CONTROL INTERLOCK:  The controls for the ramp shall be interlocked with the vehicle emergency brakes and transmission to ensure the vehicle cannot be moved when the ramp is not stowed and so the ramp cannot be deployed unless the interlocks are engaged. The interlock shall be a fully automatic, solid state, microprocessor-controlled unit (Ref. Intermotive Gateway) or approved equal capable of self-diagnosis.  Interlock shall utilize an LED display panel to show subsystem status		We request approval of our method of interlocking the passenger door with the transmission.  Door cannot be opened and therefore the ramp cannot be deployed if the vehicle is not in park.				X

		24		19		8.0 b		The securement system shall be the QRT 360 series retractor or approved WC18 compliant equal. Retractors MUST be AUTOMATIC SELF-LOCKING and SELF-TENSIONING.  Agency shall have a choice of post style anchors (Slide-n-Click or Solo) or flanged "L" continuous track mounted type (with end caps), capable of securing a variety of common mobility aid designs and accommodate a wide range of occupant sizes.  The Contractor shall provide detailed instructions for mobility aid placement, tie-down belt operation, etc. The Track shall be installed in a location/manner that will maximize usable area while still meeting the track manufacturers installation requirements. End caps shall be installed with bolts, with large washers under the floor at securement nuts. Each vehicle shall come with two retractable tie-down systems.		We request approval of the Slide 'n Click only.  Our vehicle does not lend itself to the installation of L-Track.				X

		25		21		8.5 d		MIRRORS:  A fully adjustable convex type 6"X 9" passenger view mirror mounted just above the windshield to the right of the steering wheel area. Mirror must provide full passenger seating area viewing. Two hinged exterior rear-view mirrors, split view model, with remote control for flat portion adjustment, turn signal mounted on the exterior of the mirror housing, and black powder coat finish. Mirror mount must include reinforcement mounting plate that is inside the fender with through rivets into the fender.  Convex rear view mirror shall be provided for right and left hand mirrors, and shall offer extra wide angle viewing. OEM mirrors mounted on the windshield shall not be removed.		We request approval of a 4.5" x 10" Convex Passenger-view mirror in addition to the OEM driver's mirror.				X

		26		21		8.5 e		Sufficient interior lighting (a minimum of six LED or incandescent type) to illuminate the driver, passenger, entry area and the interior aisle to a minimum of eight candlepower measured at floor level.  The switch for these lamps shall be mounted in the dash, back lighted, and labeled		We request approval of dual, bright interior LED couresty lights measuring 4" x 10" and an additional 8" bright interior LED light on the bulkhead directly in front of the Wheelchairs				X

		27		21		8.5 f		Exhaust:  The tailpipe routing shall be configured so that it exits the vehicle on the street side.  Exhaust hangers shall be heavy duty and bolted to the frame.  All altered exhaust joints shall be welded with a continuous seam.  Aluminized steel exhaust tubing shall be used for exhaust modifications.		We request approval of our standard tailpipe location.  Exhaust exits approximately 26" in from the curb-side and meets all FMVSS requirements.  With the passenger/WC door located aft of the co-pilot door, the distance between the WC entrance point and the rear bumper is 12'.				X

		28		22		8.80		RADIO:  Units to be equipped standard with High Quality AM/FM/CD with Bluetooth and with MP3 input jack or OEM unit and 4 speakers installed in passenger compartment of bus,		Due to the design and size of the interior passenger compartment and to the quality of the Sony speakers we provide, we request approval of the OEM standard front speakers and (2) passenger compartment speakers.				X
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		MORONGO BASIN TRANSIT AUTHORITY -REQUEST FOR APPROVED EQUALS (Please fill out a separate form for each vehicle class you are proposing)												Date:

		RFP No 26-01												Rev:		N/C

														MBTA Response

		ITEM NO.		PAGE		SECTION		TITLE		Approved Equal Request		Rationale		APPROVED		DENIED		MBTA Response

		1		12		IP 8. DBE Requirements for TVM's		Pursuant to Title 49, Code of Federal Regulations, Part 26, the Vehicle Manufacturer, as a condition of being authorized to respond to this solicitation, must certify by completing the form TVM Approval Certification that it has been approved, or not disapproved by the Federal Transportation Administration (FTA) as a Transit Vehicle Manufacturer (TVM).   In addition, TVMs are to submit grantees a copy of their FTA approval letter along with the TVM certifications.		With the current status of the TVM Program with the FTA being uncertain, how would youlike us to reply to this procurement regarding TVM certifications, requirements, letters, and website notification?								See response on you’re ABC submission.

		2		4		1.1		The basic vehicle, both chassis and body, must be a current or previous model year factory production cutaway model with less than 3000 miles showing on the odometer at delivery that is catalogued by the manufacturer and for which manufacturer's published literature and printed specifications are currently available. The bus manufacturer shall be ISO 9001: certified. A copy of this certification must accompany the bid submittals.		We are not ISO 9001 certified.  Please accept our program as detailed in Quality Program attachment.								See response on you’re ABC submission.

		3		8		5.2		The electrical system shall be a 12-volt system and will be micro-processor controlled, field programmable, acquires chassis signals via a “plug-n-play” connection, (no splicing into OEM chassis wiring is allowed) and contain an audible warning system with onboard self-diagnostics for ease of troubleshooting. The system will include a switch interface module that communicates between the bus body switches and the power distribution system and have the capability to include the wheelchair lift/ramp interlock and fast idle. (Ref. Intermotive Flex Tech or equal) All electrical accessories except mobile radio, lights, and mobility aid lift must be wired through the ignition, and must shut off when the ignition is shut off.  A wiring diagram must be submitted upon vehicle delivery that will match the as-built wiring for each vehicle.  The fuse box must be properly labeled to identify each circuit with a corresponding label identifying the function attached to the fuse box cover.  Mating harness and harness connectors shall use matching wiring and coding.

The body electrical system will include a 3rd party communication module for accessing chassis signals via the OBDII port.  It must passively acquire vehicle data and pass it to third-party devices by creating an auxiliary CAN network to minimize the impact on the vehicle network. It will allow for up to 5 devices to be connected to the chassis CAN network without interference. (Ref. Intermotive Break Out Box-enhanced modelor equal)		Please accept our plug and play diagnostic through LED light system as described in Electrical Attachment				X

		4		9		5.5 b		Taillights will be grommet mounted and recessed. Taillights shall not protrude more than 2” from the body. A pair of amber hazard and conventional lights shall be provided. Rear lights shall include a pair of red taillights and red stoplights which may be combination lights (equal to a dual filament bulb).		For the pair of amber hazard and conventional lights, are these OEM front flasher or body related?  Please confirm exact location on the body or cab area so we can quote accurately.				x

		5		9		5.5 h		LED step lighting will be provided, mounted to provide light for the entire step-well and portion of the ground area outside the bus.  The step lights shall be extinguished when the front door has closed. Raised floor step lighting shall be provided by one LED Strip light mounted in the step riser. (Must be recess mounted to protect from accidental damage by passengers contacting light while using step.) Exterior step light shall be mounted away from wheel splash and provide light a minimum of three (3) feet beyond the first step on the ground area outside the bus.		We offer a very bright elongated light in our entry door header that fully illuminates the entry area and feel that a light strip in the step riser is unecessary.  Is this acceptable?						X

		6		9		5.5 h		LED step lighting will be provided, mounted to provide light for the entire step-well and portion of the ground area outside the bus.  The step lights shall be extinguished when the front door has closed. Raised floor step lighting shall be provided by one LED Strip light mounted in the step riser. (Must be recess mounted to protect from accidental damage by passengers contacting light while using step.) Exterior step light shall be mounted away from wheel splash and provide light a minimum of three (3) feet beyond the first step on the ground area outside the bus.		We offer a very bright elongated light in our entry door header that fully illuminates the entry area and feel that exterior skirt lights are unecessary.  Is this acceptable?						X

		7		13		5.16 c		Under seat retractable seatbelts, equal to Freedman USR, shall be provided for all seats.  Driver seatbelt shall be OEM lap/shoulder belt. Two 24" belt extenders shall be provided with each vehicle.		Please accept two 12-inch passenger seat belt extenstions as 24-inch are no longer available.				X

		8		14		5.17		The floor overlay shall have a minimum of 5/8" marine grade plywood securely fastened to the cross sills.  All plywood edges are to be properly sealed for moisture unless plywood used is of marine grade type.  Plywood is to be sanded and filled where needed to create a smooth surface to lay the floor covering..		Please accept COOSA Composite subflooring				x

		9		15		6.2 a		The individual step risers shall be a maximum of 9.5" in height with step tread a minimum of 9.5" deep (8.5” on raised floor buses).  The bottom step tread shall be a minimum of 8.5” and not exceed 12.5" from the ground unloaded. The step well shall incorporate LED lights to illuminate the step tread area when the entry door is opened.  A three-step entry is allowed only in a Class B bus with a front lift or if chosen as an option.  The steps shall be designed so that water will not pool at any time.		Please accept a 9' step tread as that is all that we offer.				X

		10		16		6.3		The driver’s door (If equipped) entry area shall be equipped with a running board.  Running board shall be a minimum of 6.5" at front, maximum of 12" at rear. This will be measured from the OEM body at the flange at the bottom of the rocker panel. Running Board shall extend from the front edge of the front door opening to the rear of the OEM cab. Running board must be designed to hold 300 pounds without permanently changing shape, and be slip resistant diamond plated or punched surface aluminum, or equal.		Please accept the Freightliner OEM step with Fiberglass Cover on body models using the S2C chassis				X

		11		16		6.4		An entry door modesty panel and stanchion post shall be installed at the left rear of the step well and in front of the curb side row of seats.  A stanchion with modesty panel to rear of front mounted lift is required when a front lift is selected and another behind the driver.  Stanchions shall be constructed from the floor to the ceiling.  The lower 30" portion shall be constructed of a gray Formica laminate, or equal, with plastic edge molding, the color to match the interior.  A 30"(minimum) handrail shall be installed on both sides of the entry door made of 1.25" 304 stainless steel that can be used by passengers standing at ground level to aid in boarding the bus as well as those passengers that are leaving the bus.  The handrail must be able to be used continually for help in boarding and deboarding the bus. Note: grab handles must not affect the clear entry door width. Two overhead grab rails using 1.25" diameter 304 stainless steel are required on both sides of the vehicle to run the full length of the available seating, handrail shall terminate into ceiling with radiused stainless steel ends without connections/elbows. All stanchions and handrails shall be securely fastened into structural members at all mounting points. A smoked plexiglass panel, 3/8" thick shall be provided behind driver from top of driver’s seat to within 6" of bus ceiling.  Panel must not impair driver’s seat adjustments.  Panel may be incorporated into stanchion and guardrail behind driver and must provide cutout area for handhold and be shock mounted to prevent rattle.  Cutout area for handhold must have no sharp edges and all corners shall be radiused.  Panel must have required marking for compliance to Title 13.		Please accept our HDPE Smooth Gray modesty panel as show in Modesty Panel Attachment.  It is a rigid, cleanable surface that will last the life of the vehicle.				X

		12		17		6.7		Foam sprayed insulation, or equal, equivalent to 1.5" fiberglass shall be installed in the roof, rear wall, rear caps, sidewalls and extended door sections including lift doors.  Front cap area shall be insulated with astro-foil reflective insulation.  If additional insulation is necessary to meet this requirement the insulation shall be glued to the chassis body to prevent sagging.  The insulating material of the body and sidewalls shall be of sufficient thickness to contact the inner and outer walls, insuring positive insulation vapor barrier (equivalent to 1.5 inches fiberglass).  Insulation shall comply with all Federal requirements and shall pass the testing requirements specified in the Federal Transit Administration (FTA) Recommended Fire Safety Practices for Transit Bus and Van Materials Selection.		Please accept our standard 1" closed cell insulation				X

		13		17		6.11		The wheel housing shall be constructed of a minimum 16 gauge galvanized steel, or stainless steel and provide ample tire clearance during all operating conditions.  Fenders and splash aprons (underskirt) of durable construction shall be provided so as to provide maximum deflection of the wheel splash.  There shall be sufficient wheel well clearance for snow chains.  Front and rear tire mud flaps are required.		Please accept our standard wheel wells with undercoat and foam on the bottom and frame paint on the top with rust inhibitor.				X

		14		19		7.0 b		Heaters are to be controlled by two individual three-position switches (off, low, high).  All controls for both heaters shall be located for ready access by the seated driver.  All hoses, drains and wiring must be covered and adequately supported with plastic/rubber coated steel clamps secured at a minimum of two-foot intervals.  All heater hoses are to be silicone, with clamps designed for use with silicone hoses. Combustion heaters are not acceptable		Please accept digital climate controls in lieu of a switch				X
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		MORONGO BASIN TRANSIT AUTHORITY -REQUEST FOR APPROVED EQUALS (Please fill out a separate form for each vehicle class you are proposing)												Date:

		RFP No 26-01												Rev:		N/C

														MBTA Response

		ITEM NO.		PAGE		SECTION		TITLE		Approved Equal Request		Rationale		APPROVED		DENIED		MBTA Response

		1		12		IP 8. DBE Requirements for TVM's		Pursuant to Title 49, Code of Federal Regulations, Part 26, the Vehicle Manufacturer, as a condition of being authorized to respond to this solicitation, must certify by completing the form TVM Approval Certification that it has been approved, or not disapproved by the Federal Transportation Administration (FTA) as a Transit Vehicle Manufacturer (TVM).   In addition, TVMs are to submit grantees a copy of their FTA approval letter along with the TVM certifications.		With the current status of the TVM Program with the FTA being uncertain, how would youlike us to reply to this procurement regarding TVM certifications, requirements, letters, and website notification?								TVM status is still a requirement.  Your application must still be approved or not disapproved under 49 CFR 26.

		2		4		1.1		The basic vehicle, both chassis and body, must be a current or previous model year factory production cutaway model with less than 3000 miles showing on the odometer at delivery that is catalogued by the manufacturer and for which manufacturer's published literature and printed specifications are currently available. The bus manufacturer shall be ISO 9001: certified. A copy of this certification must accompany the bid submittals.		We are not ISO 9001 certified.  Please accept our program as detailed in Quality Program attachment.								Submit QC manual in proposal (electronic version). MBTA inspector will confrrm practices at plant.

		3		8		5.2		The electrical system shall be a 12-volt system and will be micro-processor controlled, field programmable, acquires chassis signals via a “plug-n-play” connection, (no splicing into OEM chassis wiring is allowed) and contain an audible warning system with onboard self-diagnostics for ease of troubleshooting. The system will include a switch interface module that communicates between the bus body switches and the power distribution system and have the capability to include the wheelchair lift/ramp interlock and fast idle. (Ref. Intermotive Flex Tech or equal) All electrical accessories except mobile radio, lights, and mobility aid lift must be wired through the ignition, and must shut off when the ignition is shut off.  A wiring diagram must be submitted upon vehicle delivery that will match the as-built wiring for each vehicle.  The fuse box must be properly labeled to identify each circuit with a corresponding label identifying the function attached to the fuse box cover.  Mating harness and harness connectors shall use matching wiring and coding.

The body electrical system will include a 3rd party communication module for accessing chassis signals via the OBDII port.  It must passively acquire vehicle data and pass it to third-party devices by creating an auxiliary CAN network to minimize the impact on the vehicle network. It will allow for up to 5 devices to be connected to the chassis CAN network without interference. (Ref. Intermotive Break Out Box-enhanced modelor equal)		X				X

		4		9		5.23 b		Taillights will be grommet mounted and recessed. Taillights shall not protrude more than 2” from the body. A pair of amber hazard and conventional lights shall be provided. Rear lights shall include a pair of red taillights and red stoplights which may be combination lights (equal to a dual filament bulb).		For the pair of amber hazard and conventional lights, are these OEM front flasher or body related?  Please confirm exact location on the body or cab area so we can quote accurately.				X

		5		10		5.23 h		LED step lighting will be provided, mounted to provide light for the entire step-well and portion of the ground area outside the bus.  The step lights shall be extinguished when the front door has closed. Raised floor step lighting shall be provided by one LED Strip light mounted in the step riser. (Must be recess mounted to protect from accidental damage by passengers contacting light while using step.) Exterior step light shall be mounted away from wheel splash and provide light a minimum of three (3) feet beyond the first step on the ground area outside the bus.		We offer a very bright elongated light in our entry door header that fully illuminates the entry area and feel that a light strip in the step riser is unecessary.  Is this acceptable?						X		Please provide

		6		10		5.23 h		LED step lighting will be provided, mounted to provide light for the entire step-well and portion of the ground area outside the bus.  The step lights shall be extinguished when the front door has closed. Raised floor step lighting shall be provided by one LED Strip light mounted in the step riser. (Must be recess mounted to protect from accidental damage by passengers contacting light while using step.) Exterior step light shall be mounted away from wheel splash and provide light a minimum of three (3) feet beyond the first step on the ground area outside the bus.		We offer a very bright elongated light in our entry door header that fully illuminates the entry area and feel that exterior skirt lights are unecessary.  Is this acceptable?						X		Please provide

		7		13		5.8 a		Under seat retractable seatbelts, equal to Freedman USR, shall be provided for all seats.  Driver seatbelt shall be OEM lap/shoulder belt. Two 24" belt extenders shall be provided with each vehicle.		Please accept two 12-inch passenger seat belt extenstions as 24-inch are no longer available.				X

		8		14		5.9		The floor overlay shall have a minimum of 5/8" marine grade plywood securely fastened to the cross sills.  All plywood edges are to be properly sealed for moisture unless plywood used is of marine grade type.  Plywood is to be sanded and filled where needed to create a smooth surface to lay the floor covering..		Please accept 5/8" PerformMax subflooring				x

		9		14		5.9		The floor overlay shall have a minimum of 5/8" marine grade plywood securely fastened to the cross sills.  All plywood edges are to be properly sealed for moisture unless plywood used is of marine grade type.  Plywood is to be sanded and filled where needed to create a smooth surface to lay the floor covering..		Please accept COOSA Composite subflooring				x

		10		15		6.2 a		The individual step risers shall be a maximum of 9.5" in height with step tread a minimum of 9.5" deep (8.5” on raised floor buses).  The bottom step tread shall be a minimum of 8.5” and not exceed 12.5" from the ground unloaded. The step well shall incorporate LED lights to illuminate the step tread area when the entry door is opened.  A three-step entry is allowed only in a Class B bus with a front lift or if chosen as an option.  The steps shall be designed so that water will not pool at any time.		Please accept a 9' step tread as that is all that we offer.				X

		11		16		6.3		An entry door modesty panel and stanchion post shall be installed at the left rear of the step well and in front of the curb side row of seats.  A stanchion with modesty panel to rear of front mounted lift is required when a front lift is selected and another behind the driver.  Stanchions shall be constructed from the floor to the ceiling.  The lower 30" portion shall be constructed of a gray Formica laminate, or equal, with plastic edge molding, the color to match the interior.  A 30"(minimum) handrail shall be installed on both sides of the entry door made of 1.25" 304 stainless steel that can be used by passengers standing at ground level to aid in boarding the bus as well as those passengers that are leaving the bus.  The handrail must be able to be used continually for help in boarding and deboarding the bus. Note: grab handles must not affect the clear entry door width. Two overhead grab rails using 1.25" diameter 304 stainless steel are required on both sides of the vehicle to run the full length of the available seating, handrail shall terminate into ceiling with radiused stainless steel ends without connections/elbows. All stanchions and handrails shall be securely fastened into structural members at all mounting points. A smoked plexiglass panel, 3/8" thick shall be provided behind driver from top of driver’s seat to within 6" of bus ceiling.  Panel must not impair driver’s seat adjustments.  Panel may be incorporated into stanchion and guardrail behind driver and must provide cutout area for handhold and be shock mounted to prevent rattle.  Cutout area for handhold must have no sharp edges and all corners shall be radiused.  Panel must have required marking for compliance to Title 13.		Please accept our HDPE Smooth Gray modesty panel as show in Modesty Panel Attachment.  It is a rigid, cleanable surface that will last the life of the vehicle.				x

		12		17		6.6		Foam sprayed insulation, or equal, equivalent to 1.5" fiberglass shall be installed in the roof, rear wall, rear caps, sidewalls and extended door sections including lift doors.  Front cap area shall be insulated with astro-foil reflective insulation.  If additional insulation is necessary to meet this requirement the insulation shall be glued to the chassis body to prevent sagging.  The insulating material of the body and sidewalls shall be of sufficient thickness to contact the inner and outer walls, insuring positive insulation vapor barrier (equivalent to 1.5 inches fiberglass).  Insulation shall comply with all Federal requirements and shall pass the testing requirements specified in the Federal Transit Administration (FTA) Recommended Fire Safety Practices for Transit Bus and Van Materials Selection.		Please accept our standard 1" closed cell insulation				X

		13		17		6.9		The underside of the body including floor members, side panels below floor level (if metal), and fender wells shall be undercoated per QVM requirements or equivalent, at the time of manufacture, with a nonflammable resin type polyoleim undercoating for bus applications.  All openings in the floorboards and firewall shall be sealed.		Please accept our powder coating as we feel that is is superior to undercoating.				X

		14		17		6.91		The wheel housing shall be constructed of a minimum 14 gauge galvanized steel or stainless steel and provide ample tire clearance during all operating conditions.  Fenders and splash aprons (underskirt) of durable construction shall be provided so as to provide maximum deflection of the wheel splash.  There shall be sufficient wheel well clearance for snow chains.  Front and rear tire mud flaps are required.		Please accept our standard wheel wells with undercoat and foam on the bottom and frame paint on the top with rust inhibitor.				X

		15		18		6.95		All vehicles require an OEM integral front air conditioner and an auxiliary rear air conditioner. Rear systems shall be completely independent of the front system, and sized as follows; Class A bus to be equipped with TransAir TA 712 Super with  TA 71 Evaporator, SMC2S Condenser, 10 CID Compressor or Spheros R226216 with 22022 evaporator, 25062 skirt mount condenser, and 10 CID compressor or MCC model AC- 712MAX system comprised of a 10 cid compressor, EM- 1 Evaporator and CM- 2 Condenser.		Is it correct in assuming that if a rear AC system has a heat/cool evaporator and that the heat ourput of the evap is higher than the floor heat requirement that the floor heater is no longer necessary?				XX

		16		19		5.0 b		Heaters are to be controlled by two individual three-position switches (off, low, high).  All controls for both heaters shall be located for ready access by the seated driver.  All hoses, drains and wiring must be covered and adequately supported with plastic/rubber coated steel clamps secured at a minimum of two-foot intervals.  All heater hoses are to be silicone, with clamps designed for use with silicone hoses. Combustion heaters are not acceptable		Please accept digital climate controls in lieu of a switch				X

		17		22		8.4 c		A secured container shall be provided to store straps, pads and assemblies. The container shall be recessed in the center front cap portion of the vehicle or positioned over the driver’s area with a hinged lockable door or with a thumb latch at buyers option. The container must be sealed and not have any exposed wires, protrusions or sharp edges. If there is a destination sign installed access to the area as noted is required.  MBTA must approve final design.		Will you accept a loose tool / storage box to house these items as the front cap / driver storage area can house body electrical for easier maintenance?				X

		18		26		12		Class A Front Lift		The spec grid on page 5 calls for 2 wheelchair positions for the T350 front lift but the sample floorplan shows 1 wheelchair position.  Which layout would you like in the base spec?								2 positions.
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Coachwest 26-01 RFA V.xls
RFA's 26-01

		MORONGO BASIN TRANSIT AUTHORITY -REQUEST FOR APPROVED EQUALS (Please fill out a separate form for each vehicle class you are proposing)												Date:

		RFP No 26-01												Rev:		N/C

														MBTA Response

		ITEM NO.		PAGE		SECTION		TITLE		Approved Equal Request		Rationale		APPROVED		DENIED		MBTA Response

		1				SP 5.5 / SP 17		Price Adjustments / Interchangeability		Request confirmation that successor chassis models meeting or exceeding original specifications may be substituted without full requalification, subject to documentation.		Aligns with chassis model change provision and maintains compliance continuity.						This is our practice as long as the succesor chassis maitains the same operablilty as the original and does not require additional testing or certifification

		2				SP 6		Ordering Procedures		Request clarification allowing consolidated standardized production groupings when multiple agencies order similar configurations to optimize efficiency and pricing.		Supports production efficiency under IDIQ multi-agency structure.						It is the prerogative of the dealer and mfr to coordinate the production schedule. Be mindful however that it may affect your delivery times to customers adversely.

		3				SP 5.3 / SP 5.5		Pricing / Price Adjustments		Request consideration of interim price review mechanisms in the event of extraordinary raw material volatility beyond index thresholds.		Protects contract performance under extreme cost fluctuation.						The Force Majeure, changes in law and chassis adjustment provisions in the contract have historically worked well and are flexible enough to provide relief to the dealers and mfrs. under our umbrella.
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Coachwest 26-01 RFA ABC-1.xls
RFA's 26-01

		MORONGO BASIN TRANSIT AUTHORITY -REQUEST FOR APPROVED EQUALS (Please fill out a separate form for each vehicle class you are proposing)												Date:		2/16/26

		RFP No 26-01												Rev:		N/C

														MBTA Response

		ITEM NO.		PAGE		SECTION		TITLE		Approved Equal Request		Rationale		APPROVED		DENIED		MBTA Response

		1		4		1.1		SCOPE-ISO 9001		PLEASE ACCEPT CLASS A-C OEM'S  CUSTOM QA PLAN IN LIEU OF ISO		SEE ATTACHED QUALITY ASSURANCE PROGRAM						Submit with proposal. MBTA auditor will confrim QC practices at plant inspection.

		2		8		5.2		ELECTRICAL		USE OEM CLASS A-C STANDARD ELECTRICAL PANEL IN LIEU OF INTERMOTIVE FLEX TECH		MEETS REQUIRED SPECIFICATIONS BUT DONE IN HOUSE. GREATER RELIABILITY AND AVOIDS POTENTIAL PARTS CONSTRAINTS		X

		3		9		5.23B		LIGHTS		USE FLUSH MOUNT TAIL LIGHTS IN LIEU OF GROMMETED TAIL LIGHTS		LESS OF A CHANCE FOR LEAKS WITH THE FLUSH MOUNT		X

		4		12		5.71		ROOF CONSTRUCTION		OEM FOR CLASS A-C HAS A 2 PIECE INSTALL THAT COMBINES TO A 1 PIECE UNI-BODY		TWO SIDE WALLS ENCAPSULATE THE ROOF. FULLY FIBERGLASSED ONCE ALUMINUM H BAND IS INSTALLED. UNIT FULLY EMBODIED TO CREATE A 1-PIECE BODY		X										FRP ?

		5		12		5.72		BUS BODY		FMVSS 220 OEM CERTIFICATION IS A SELF TEST CERTIFICATION		SELF-CERTIFICATION WILL BE INCLUDED		X

		6		15		6.2		ENTRY STEP		CLASS A-C OEM USES A COMPOSITE HARD WIRE ENTRY STEP		OEM'S STEPWELL IS COMPOSITE TO MATCH BODY		X

		7		17		6.5		WINDOWS		OEM ISSUES COMPOSITE/CURED/MEMBERS ABOVE WINDOWS FOR SHOULDER STRAP LOCATIONS		OEM'S STEPWELL IS COMPOSITE TO MATCH BODY		X

		8		17		6.91		WHEEL HOUSING		USE COMPOSITE WHEEL WELLS IN LIEU OF 14 GAUGE STEEL WHEEL WELLS		OEM'S WHEEL WELLS ARE COMPOSITE TO MATCH BODY		X

		9		20		7.3		LIFT ENTRY DOOR		LIFT WINDOWS ARE 12" X 24" INSTEAD OF 10" X 30"				X

		10		21		8.0C		MOBILITY AID SECURITY AND OCCUPANT RESTRAINTS		CLASS A-C OEM USES Q-STRAINT BAGS IN LIEU OF CLOSABLE BOX				x

		11		13		5.8C		SEATING		USE 12" SEAT BELT EXTENDERS IN LIEU OF 24"		FREEDMAN NO LONGER OFFERS THE 24".  THE 12" EXTENDER IS THE MAX THAT IS OFFERED		X

		12		16		6.4		INTERIOR		USE ABS FOR INTERIOR WALLS IN LIEU OF FRP/VINYL COATED ALUMINUM/TEXTURED PAINT ON STEEL		OEM'S INTERIOR IS ABS/ USE COMPLETE ABS OPTIONS		X
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DAVEY 26-01 RFA V.xls
RFA's 26-01

		MORONGO BASIN TRANSIT AUTHORITY -REQUEST FOR APPROVED EQUALS (Please fill out a separate form for each vehicle class you are proposing)												Date:

		RFP No 26-01												Rev:		N/C

														MBTA Response

		ITEM NO.		PAGE		SECTION		TITLE		Approved Equal Request		Rationale		APPROVED		DENIED		MBTA Response

		1		3		3.3		Maximum Height-99” on Mid roof, 107” on High Roof		Please accept max height of 99.8" on the mid roof and 109.6" on the high roof per the Ford Pro Body Builders Layout Book				X

		2		3		3.5		Maximum Exterior Width-82” (Mirrors folded in)		Please accept the max exterior width of 83.2" per the Ford Pro Body Builders Layout Book				X

		3		5		8		Vehicles under 10,000 lbs. GVWR shall have Freedman 3 PT seats or approved equal. Vehicles over 10,000 lbs. GVWR shall have Freedman Mid Hi Back seats or approved equal. Seats to be equipped with longest available retractable belts. All forward facing seats to be installed with a minimum hip to knee dimension of 25”.  Minimum aisle width is 11” in the passenger area. Seating arrangement and configuration be approved by each ordering agency.  All rear seats to be mounted to a series L track or standard Unistrut or approved equal. Seats and mounting to comply with FMVSS 207 and 210. All FMVSS testing to be completed by an independent, accredited laboratory.  The manufacture may choose to supply the vehicle with Freedman Foldaway and flip seats when the floor plan proposed requires this type of seating.		In lieu of Freedman seats, are remounted Ford OEM Passenger seats acceptable?						X		Please propose Freedman on base vehicle. For those agencies who want to downgrade, there is an option on the price worksheet to delete and substitute OEM seat with an approporiate credit price.

		4		5		10		Base engine shall be minimum 3.7-liter V-6 gasoline engine. 3.5L EcoBoost engine approved for the XL model. All engines to have gaseous prep available for additional cost as an option if requested. Radiator shall be OEM heavy duty with an overflow tank. Cooling system shall provide adequate engine cooling at 120 Fahrenheit ambient temperature with the air conditioner on. The base vehicle shall be provided with Intermotive Gateway or approved equal fast idle controller that does not require the parking brake to be set.		Please accept the base engine to be the 3.5L V6 per the Ford Transit Body and Equipment Mounting Manual				X

		5

		6

		8

		9

		10

		11

		12

		13

		14

		15

		16

		17

		18

		19

		20

		21

		22

		23

		24

		25

		26

		27

		28

		29

		30

		31

		32

		33

		34

		35



&R&P




Coachwest 26-01 RFA ABC.xls
RFA's 26-01

		MORONGO BASIN TRANSIT AUTHORITY -REQUEST FOR APPROVED EQUALS (Please fill out a separate form for each vehicle class you are proposing)												Date:		2/16/26

		RFP No 26-01												Rev:		N/C

														MBTA Response

		ITEM NO.		PAGE		SECTION		TITLE		Approved Equal Request		Rationale		APPROVED		DENIED		MBTA Response

		1		4 of 28		2.1		Applicable Standards, Law and regulations		Please accept Class A-C OEM's current "ISO-compliant" status. OEM is actively pursuing "ISO certification", which is expected to be completed in 2026.		OEM is in complaince with ISO regulations and standards.  We are currently working on being ISO certified.  This process will be completed in 2026.  OEM is in full compliance with section 8: Quality Assurance on page 77.						Submit QC manual with bid. QC Practices to be confirmed at plant inpection by MBTA auditor.

		2		9 of 28		5.23		Lights		Please accept OEM's current taillight mounting.  Lights are recessed but surfaced mounted with a rubber gasket.  This is in lieu of "groument" mounted.		This is the standard mounting of taillights, and has been inspected and accepted on many other FTA contracts.		X

		3		15 of 28		6.2a		Entry Steps		Bidder requests the approval of the step tread on a raised floor vehicle to be 8 3/8" (8.375") in lieu of the request 8.5" on raise floor.		Class A-C OEM coves the step well which takes 1/8-1/4" of step tread space.  The coving prevents leaks at stepwell.		X
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AZ 26-01 RFA V.xls
RFA's 26-01

		MORONGO BASIN TRANSIT AUTHORITY -REQUEST FOR APPROVED EQUALS (Please fill out a separate form for each vehicle class you are proposing)												Date:		11/Feb/26

		RFP No 26-01								CLASS V				Rev:		N/C

		Bidder: A-Z Bus Sales, Inc.												MBTA Response

		ITEM NO.		PAGE		SECTION		TITLE		Approved Equal Request		Rationale		APPROVED		DENIED		MBTA Response

		1		3		2.2		Vehicle Class		Minimum GVWR of Ford Transit 350EL High-roof should be changed to 10,100lbs.		A Transit Passenger Van without seats has GVWR of 10,360. A Transit 350EL RWD Passenger Van w/Seats has GVWR of only 10,100lbs.		X

		2		5		10		Engine/Engine Cooling		Base engine of 3.7 change to 3.5L V-6		3.7 no longer offered.		X				See revision

		3		4		5		Floor		Gerflor 2.2MM Taraflex		Would like to offer it as an available option to Altro Transflor Meta.		x

		4		1		published options		TransAir 25 - 37K BTU		Twin/Air TA4601 (replaces Ford rear OEM system, with dedicated compressor). Up to 35K BTU.		We would like to offer the Twin-Air ststem as an available option.		X

		5		1		published options		TransAir RT60-75K (Roof Mount		Twin/Air TA-RT-1000F, Roof top a/c.. Up to 50K BTU.		We would like to offer the Twin-Air ststem as an available option. (FYI Twin-Air tells me the TransAir model is for larger busses and not Transits)		X				List and price on pricing sheet.
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AZ 26-01 RFA P.xls
RFA's 26-01

		MORONGO BASIN TRANSIT AUTHORITY -REQUEST FOR APPROVED EQUALS (Please fill out a separate form for each vehicle class you are proposing)												Date:		2/11/26

		RFP No 26-01								CLASS P				Rev:		N/C

		Bidder: A-Z Bus Sales, Inc.												MBTA Response

		ITEM NO.		PAGE		SECTION		TITLE		Approved Equal Request		Rationale		APPROVED		DENIED		MBTA Response

		1		4		6		Floor Assembly		Request 6 Stage Powder Coated Aluminized Steel subfloor independent from low floor tub		2 stage tub design has independent steel subfloor that provides required insullation and sound deadening		X

		2		9		11		Mobility and Securement		Request to substitute retractor wall track for storage bags		Belts mounted to wall not properly secured will create rattleing and damage to interior wall panels		X

		3		10		15		Handrail		Request for grab handle on B pillar		Front passenger seat is removed from design for electronics cabinet and a hand rail is not required to assist anyone into the vehicle		X

		4		15		25		Passenger Seats		Request this to be listed as an option where applicable in the specifications		RFP calls for Freedman 19" Go-ES seats						Please supply the GO ES as specified.

		5		19		32		Vehcile Weight Requirements		Request OEM Tire repair Kit as acceptable		ProMaster does not come with and OEM supplied spare tire only a flat tire repair kit		X

		6		25		57		Front & Rear Air Conditioning		Request clarification Rear HVAC must meet 45k BTU Cooling and 26K BTU Heating								Those are minimum capacity standards that you may exceed. We are uncertain what the question is?

		8		27		59		Exterior Lighting		OEM 3rd Brake Light		ProMaster 3500 comes with OEM 3rd brake light standard		X
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